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of Colonel Frémont will show the connection be- | 
tween Macnamara’s movements and those of the 

public armed vessels of Great Britain. It will be | 
found at page 14 of the document: 

“The fruits of the revolutionary movement thus passed to 
the United States, and have remained with her ever since. | 
These fruits were very considerable. Besides the peace- 
able possession of all the northern part of California, and the |! 
actual foree in the field under the independent flag, which 
immediately Went inté service under the United States, 
there is good reason to believe, aud evidence is now at hand 
to sustain that belief, that the revolutionary movement pre- 
yented adesign of the Californians to put their country | 
under the flag of the British, and also prevented the com- || 
pletion of the colonization grant of three thousand square | 
jeagues to Macnamara, who was brought to California in the 
British sloop of war Jano in the month of June, 1846. Ad- | 
miral Seymour, in the Collingwood, of 80 guns, arrived at 
Monterey on the 16th of July. Macnamara was on board 
the Collingwood when I arrived at Monterey on the 19th, 
and was carried away in that vessel. The taking possession | 
of that place on the 7th had anticipated him, and the revolu- 
tionary movement had checked the designs of the Califor- 
nians to place the country under British protection; and | 
also prevented the fulfillment of the great grant to Macna- | 
mara, the original papers of which I now have here, to be | 
shown to the committee and to be delivered up to the Gov- |! 
ernment.?? | 

5. In addition to the Macnamara grants, some | 
of the most valuable missions were sold in May | 
and June, 1846, to British subjects, for very incon- | 
siderable sums, showing an evident design, in case 
the United States should get possession of the Cal- 
ifornias, to keep some of the most valuable districts | 
out of the hands of the Government, by convert- || 
ing them, through fraudulent conveyances, into 
British property. 

6. It appears also thata plan was set on foot by 
the British vice consul in California, Mr. Forbes, | 
Macnamara, and others, to put that country under | 
the protection of Great Britain, and at the very 
moment when it was expected that a war would | 
break out between the United States and Mexico. 
The time, the circumstances, the actors, all indi- 
cate a deliberate design to get possession of Cali- 
fornia, for the purpose of ne it out of the |} 
hands of the United States. The auspices under 





which a junta was planned and convoked for the 
purpose of asking the protection of Great Britain, 1 
are shown by an extract which I will read from |) 
the affidavit of Captain Gillespie, of the Marine || 
Corps, and which will be found at page 28 of the 
document: 

“ About this time (June 30) I learned that the junta which 
was to have assembled at Santa Barbara upon the J5th June, 
and which had been planned and arranged by and through 
the agency of Mr. Forbes, the British vice consul, and an 
Irish Catholic priest, by the name of Macnamara, had been 
prevented from assembling in consequence of the rising of 
the settlers. This junta was proposed for the purpose of || 
asking the protection of England, and of giving an immense | 
tract of land in the valley of the San Joaquin for the settle- 
ment of ten thousand Irishmen, to be brought to California 
under the direction of Macnamara. All this intrigue of 
British agents was broken up by the timely and prompt op- 


erations of the settlers, under the direction of Captain Fré- 
mont.” 


By Lieutenant Minor’s testimony, which will’ 
be found at pages 43 and 44, it appears that the 
convention or junta was held, and that a majority 
were in favor of claiming the protection of Eng- 
land—a decision naturally to have been expected, 
when it is considered aie what auspices it was 
convoked. The extracts I am about to read con- 
tain also some interesting facts connected with the 
movements of the British Admiral: 


“ The undersigned, a lieutenant in the navy of the United 
States, has the honor to make the following answers to the 
interrogatories put to him by your honorable committee : 

“The undersigned being in command of the southern dis- 
trict of California during the latter part of 1846, was informed 
by Pedro C. Carilla (and he believes the information thus 
obtained is founded on facts) that he, the said Carilla, was 
Amember of a junta that assembled at Santa Barbara in 
June, 1846, for the purpose of declaring the independence of 
California, and of asking the protection of the United States 
or Great Britain ; that the — was represented by all of the 
inhabited portions of California; thata majority of the same 
Were for claiming the protection of England; that their re- 
solves would probably have been executed had it not been 
for the (war and their fears of an armed force, then on the 
horth side of the bay of San Francisco, under the command 
of Captain Frémont. The undersigned has understood from 
other sources, entitled to confidence, that a majority of the 
people of California desired the protection of England. The 
ae he thus formed was strengthened by the fact that an |} 
—- frigate (the Juno) had, about the time the junta met, || 
— an English subject named Macnamara at Santa Bar- || 

ra, of whom it was said that he had obtained a grant from | 
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| shore.”? 


| the autumn of 1843. 


|| vention, composed of Gen. Castro, himself, and five others, 


| was of course guarded in conversing on so dangerous a sub- 


| Of his remarks, as understood by myself and others who 


| the auspices of the British legation, to colonize | 


| pages 46 and 47 of the document, from which I | 


| 
| and from sources entitled to credit, I was informed that he \| 
| 


the Mexican Government of a large and fertile portion of 
California, embracing the whole valley of the San Joaquin, 
from its source to its mouth—a valley, as the undersigned 
believes, comprising one-third of the richest portion of Cali- 
fornia. ‘The undersigned believes that the British squadron 
in the Pacific, commanded by Rear Admiral Sir George T. 
Seymour, composed then of alarger foree than they ever had 
upon that ocean, were employed in closely watching the 
movements of the American Commodore. Being aware of 
this fact, Commodore Sloat, when he heard of the first battle 
on the Rio Grande, got under way in the frigate Savannah, 
then anchored oft Mazatlan, for the ostensible purpose of 
proceeding to California. An English vessel of war weighed 
soon after the Savannah, and stood in the direction of San 
Blas, where it was known the Admiral was. After cruising 
in the gulf two days, the commodore returned to his anchor- 
age off Mazatlan, when another English ship got under way 
and stood in the direction of San Blas. The undersigned 
believes that this maneuvre of Commodore Sloat was in- 
tended for the deception of the English Admiral. On the 8th 
of June, 1846, the Savannah again made sail, and, after a 
passage of twenty-three days, during which a press of ecan- 
vass was carried, she arrived at the port of Monterey, in 
Upper California. The Collingwood, of eighty guns, the 
flag-ship of Admiral Seymour, entered the harbor on the 
15th of July, and the undersigned believes that the Admiral 
was disappointed when he saw the American flag flying on 


in California, we are constrained to believe that the 
British naval commander was fully apprized of 
Macnamara’s objects, as well as the design to place 
that country under the protection of Great Britain, 
and that he was there coéperating in the one, and 
ready to codperate in the other. Indeed, by refer- 
ring to the testimony of Mr. Loker, at page 39, it 
will be seen that his arrival there had been talked 
about and expected with a view ‘ to take posses- 
sion of California.”’ 

I have given, Mr. President, a mere outline of 
the transactions of British subjects and British 
agentsin California. The leading facts are verified 
by the affidavits of Colonel Frémont, Captain Gil- 

| lespie, of the marine corps, Lieutenant Minor, and 
Midshipman Wilson, ef the navy, Colonel Russell, 
| Captain Hensley, Doctor Baldwin, and many gen- 
tlemen connected with the civil and military trans- 
actions of the Californias after the rupture between 
the United States and Mexico; and some of the most 
| important circumstances are authenticated by the 
|| public records of California which fell into our pos- 
. ; ‘dicta || Session. 
The testimony of Captain Hensley, from whi¢ h | It is impossible that the success of these move- 
I will give a brief extract, and which will be found || pe a yg Semi at” nd 
at page 33, fully sustains the statement of Lieut. MONS SHOWS BOC RAPS DEORGA.. We Inte Cirect. cel 
lision with Great Britain. We could not have 


Minor: ; Bees Bn he ; | failed to regard them, considered in connection 
‘Tam a resident in California, where [ have resided since = : 
in the month of May, 1846, I went to || With her proceedings in Oregon, and more recent- 
San Francisco, where [I met with General Vallejo, one of || ly in Central America, as part of a deliberate de- 
the most prominent and influential men in Upper California. sign to environ us with her colonies, and espe- 
[ understood from him that he had recently attended a con- || cially to shut us out from the Pacific and its ex- 
tending commerce. From all the facts, we can 
hardly doubt either that she would have taken 
| possession of the country in her own name, or, 
what is perhaps more probable, that she would, in 
the first instance, have taken it under her protec- 
general Vallejo || tion. In this case the drama of the Mosquito 
coast, the performers only being changed, would 
have been acted over again. A Californian Gov- 
heard them.” ernor, somewhat above the grade of the king of the 


itl cies “te Disemeeneen i 6s connetiel wink | Mosquitoes in respectability, but on the same level 
the ae ofthe vablic vecutia ant wihiic || with him in subservience to the protecting power, 
nanan ait ieank Beitnin ea ios dedaeinl a se sre. | Would haye been put in the foreground, while Brit- 
— ities thet te wan seecelle Cee by || ish subjects would have occupied the country, and 
the British easenent. Thecver. Sates Baldwik | gradually reduced it into the possession of Great 
debi riessiiaaites anil he found at pages 46 et seq > || Britain. Thus shut out from the Pacific, our own 
oititem thind a Serta lived in the house of the || People would have been met at the Sierra Madre, 
‘British consul or chargé d’affaires in Mexico, and || °° perhaps still further east, and the tide of emi- 
ak Ste windentined in donk city, in September and || gration and settlement would have been turned 
: one back upon the Atlantic coast. It is in this point 
) > ojecte der | aan La F 

October, 1847, 2 plan had been projected, under || of view that these transactions possess the greatest 
California with emigrants from Ireland. These || interest and importance, and that the sagacity, 


: : ‘ i] promptitude, and decision of our youthful com- 
facts will be more fully shown by his affidavit, at || mander in California, at the time the disturbances 


broke out, have given him the strongest claims on 


‘I resided in the Republic of Mexico from the year 1822 || = Sees ya aa nnene on his Sead 
until 1838,a period of sixteen years, during which I made |) ey in acting and in acting Oe tho y—mignt 
the acquaintance of many of the leading men of the country. || have cost us millions of dollars and thousands of 

“I again entered Mexico (city) on the 14th of September, || lives; and it might also have cost us a contest of 
1847, and remained there until the Ist of November; during || which the end is not readily foreseen. 
that time I made the acquaintance of the priest Macnamara, || Mr. ATCHISON said he felt it his duty to say 
had, under the auspices of the British legation, projected a || something on this bill, because some of the claim- 
plan to colonize California with emigrants from Ireland. His || ants were citizens of Missouri, and personal friends 
vane had ee et era | with whom he had been long acquainted. He 
ime, edn ascertained that the ‘aharier views of Macua- } gave it as his opinion, not only that the conquest 
mara were topromote the interest of the British Government || of California was effected by Colonel Frémont, but 
and not the Mexican Government. A fierce opposition was || that the United States had derived the advantage 
———— by the ee eee eens || of this conquest at comparatively little cost. He 
aecuedetions theme Suaiveniee en Ssnbaatneds of the || justified Colonel Frémont in all that he had done. 
conquest of California by the arms of the United States. || If he had done less, he would have deserved and 
Macnamara lived in the family of either the British consul or \ would have received the execration of the whole 
chargé d’affaires in Mexico.” ‘| country. He made some references to the course 

I have referred to the connection of Macnamara’s || which Colonel Frémont pursued—a course in some 
movements with the public vessels of Great Brit-,| instances rendered indispensable for his own pres- 
ain as presumptive evidence of the connection of || ervation, and always characterized by skill and 
the British Government with them. I do notin» || promptitude. War had existed before Colonel 
quire whether Admiral Seymour had special in- | Fremont struck a blow; so that the United States 
structions or not. From the declaration of Admiral || Government is properly liable for the claims which 
Purvis, in the intervention of La Plata, it is highly || are provided for by this bill. The emigrants left 
probable that British naval officers cruising in dis- || their families in the mountains, and joined the bat- 
tant seas have general instructions ‘ to protect || talion for the defence of Colonel Frémoat, and had 
British interests at all hazards,’’ (I believe that is || received not a cent of pay during nine months in 
the phrase,) leaving an unlimited discretion to the || which they served. The witnesses were all per- 
officer and giving to the Government the advantage || sons of strict veracity. He presumed there would 
of being able to approve or disavow his conduct in || be no vote against the bill. The only objection in 
special cases, according to its own interest. From || his mind related to the appointment of the com- 

| the cirumstances connected with the transactions || missioners by the bill, which might, perhaps, be 


delegates froin the ditferent districts in California, at which 
the proposition had been made and debated to separate from 
Mexico, and establish a government in California, under the 
protection of some foreign Power, believed by us to be Eng- 
land; but, as the General positively stated, the majority was 
not in favor of placing the country under the protection of 
the United States, though he himself was. 


ject as this was at that time; but the above is the substance 


will read a single paragraph: 
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transcending our constitutional power, as this was | tee that instances might eccur where the remains 


properly the province of the President. 
Mr. fiaN! ,EGAN moved that the Senate pro- 


ceed to the consideration of Executive business, | 


of some gallant soldier had been rescued from a 
|common burial in Mexico by his comrades in 
arms and sent to the United States, to some port 


but expressed his willineness to withdraw the mo- || where he might not have a family or friend to take 
: | 


tion, j 
Several Senators ex pressed a wish to discuss the 
bill; and 


After some time, the doors 


Executive business. 
were reopened; when 
The Senate adjourned. 


| 
} 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, March 30, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to which was referred the amendments | 
of the Senate to the bill of the House of Repre- | 
sentatives “ to authorize a loan not to exceed six- | 
teen millions of dollars,’’ reported the same back 
to the Hlouse, with the recommendation that the 
House concur with the Senate in said amendments. 


curred in, and the bill stands passed. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, made an adverse report on the pe- 
tition of the heirs of Robert Laughlin. 
the table. 


Mr. HALL, of New York, from the Committee | 


on the Judiciary, reported a bill authorizing aterm | 


of the United States circuit and district courta to be | 
The bill was read three | 


times, passed, and sent to the Senate for concur- | : ; 1} 
: i || the family or friends of such deceased officer or | 


soldier were able and willing to pay the expen- || 
ses, the freight, and the burial expenses of such || 


held at Chicago, Illinois. 


rence. 


Mr. HALL, also, from the same committee, re- | 
ported a bill to reénact and continue in operation | 
certain acts for the relief of insolvent debtors of | 


the United States. Read and committed. 
Mr. HALL, also, from the same committee, 


made an adverse report on the petition of Major 


G. Tochman. Laid on the table. 


Mr. McILVAINE, from the Committee on In- || 


dian Aflairs, reported a bill to provide for the pay- 


States against the Ottawa, Chippewa, and Potta- 
watomie Indians. Read and committed. 


REMAINS OF DECEASED SOLDIERS. 


Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military |) 
Affairs, reported a joint resolution to defray the | 


Laid on | 


the Senate was prepared to vote on the bill. | charge of those remains and consign them to the 


earth, and they were disposed, as but a matter 
of public decency, to authorize the department, 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of | through its eae officers, to give to those remains 


This was the whole 
He moved that tt be put 


| a decent and christian burial. 
| scope of the resolution. 
upon its passage. 

Mr. BOW LIN hoped it would not be put upon 
its passage now. He moved its reference to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

If the House (he said) were to go into such a 
course of action, he infinitely preferred the resolu- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sawyver,] 
which provided for bringing home every man who 
had fallen on the battle-field, to the passage of this 
resolution. 
distinction. If an officer had a family who were 
able to bring him home and give him a splendid 
burial, all the expenses were to be refunded by 


were not able to bring him back, would be left 
alone to sleep on the field of his glory and fame. 
That was a distinction which he was unwilling to 
draw here. 


} 

The amendments of the Senate were then con- | this resolution; but the poor soldier, whose family 
| 
j 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


This resolution was a resolution of | 


Mr. BURT (the floor being yielded for explana- | 


. 
fis eh Oo, 
officers and men of the marine Corps acting wi! 
the army in Mexico, and one young officer fru,,, 
his own district, whose friends were too poor z 
bring him home, would not be included jy tl i. 
resolution without an amendment. He moved. 
therefore, to amend, by adding after the wo. 
‘army’? the words “ and the marine corps i 
therewith.’’ ® 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, could not consider * 
necessary to discuss this resolution, of whose pyo. 
priety there could, he thought, be no doubt, He 
therefore moved the previous question. G 

The previous question was not seconded, ayy 
the resolution was committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS CONTINUED. 
Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Nay»! 


Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the widows 
| and orphan children of officers and seamen of t - 
navy of the United States. Read and committed 

Also, from the same committee, adverse reporte 
upon the petitions of Nathaniel and Catharin 
ee and Samuel P. Todd. Laid on tie 
tabie. 


Mr. STANTON, on behalf of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, asked to be discharged from the 
consideration of the memorial of Samuel Colt, an 


that it be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. ; 


tion) repeated, that under the provisions of this | 
resolution, the remains of any officer or private | 
soldier, whose remains should be prepared in Mex- 


After _a few remarks by Messrs. BURT and 
STANTON, as to the utility of referring the me. 
morial to the Committee on Military Afiairs, jt 


ico by the friends for transportation to the United 
States, might be brought home. That whenever 


remains, the Secretary of War should not cause 
such expenses to be paid. And he submitted to 


} 


bate which occurred in this House some ten days 
| go further than to take such remains as were ina 


| bring them home; and whenever the family or 
| friends of the deceased officer or soldier were either 
unwilling—where they either would not or could 
| not pay the expenses of freight and burial—in those 
instances, a those alone, they should be paid by 
the United States. 





expenses of transporting to the United States and 
interring the remains of deceased officers and sol- 
diers of the army in certain cases. 

Mr. B. said that this resolution was based upon 
a communication from the War Department. That 
communication informed the House that the re- 
mains of several officers of the United States had 
been sent home and consigned to the quartermas- 
ter at New York; that the freight on those remains 
had not been paid, and that the quartermaster at 
New York had asked of the department, and 
through the department of the Secretary of War, 
whether the freight on those remains should be 
paid; that the Secretary of War had replied, that 
sympathizing with the feeling which prevailed in 
our army in Mexico, he had offered every facility 
in his power for the transportation home in the 


public vessels of the remains of the officers and | 


soldiers which had been preserved and prepared, 
but that he considered he had no authority what- 
ever to pay the freight on such remains as should 
be sent home in private vessels. 

The resolution which the Committee on Milita- 
ry Affairs had instructed him to report to this 
House, provided simply that when the remains of 
any officer or soldier in the United States army had 
been prepared, or should hereafter be prepared, for | 
transportation to the United States, and the family 
or friends of such deceased officer or soldier in the | 


ing. 
This was simply a resolution, the true meaning 


fund to those persons who had been lucky enough 
to bring back the remains of their friends from 
| Mexico all the expenses for transportation, burial, 





| ling to vote. 


| nate remains of those who had fallen in Mexico; but 
he had ten thousand times rather vote for it than to 
| vote for the present resolution. This was not a 
| resolution for the future. We were not going to 


been brought—of those who had been buried on 
the field of Cerro Gordo or any other field, we 





United States should be unable or fail to pay the 
freight on such remains, the Secretary of War 
should be authorized to pay that freight. 
vided further for a contingency which might arise, 
which perhaps had not yet arisen—that if the re- 


home to the United States should remain uninter- 
red because of the inability of the family or friends 
of such officer or soldier to pay those expenses, or 
of their failing to do it, and only in these two in- | 
stances—that in such cases the expenses of a de- | 
cent but not costly burial should be paid by the 
Secretary of War. It was foreseen by the commit- | 


It pro- || 


. : + . i} 
mains of any such officer or soldier so brought | 


deceased officers as had been brought back. 


Let them all be brought home, and 
particular officers and men not be distinguished, 


| while the remains of the great mass of our gallant | 





tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. CHARLES BROWN trusted the House 
would include the marine corps. There were both 


|| his friend from Missouri that the committee could 1] 
/not go further. They had before them the de- | 


ago; they saw that the Government could not | 


ment of claims of certain citizens of the United || CoMdition to be brought to the United States, and | 


Mr. BOWLIN (resuming) was understood to || 
| say, that if the gentleman from South Carolina bad || 
allowed him to advance one step further, he would || 
have understood the point at which he was aim- | 


and effect of which, in his opinion, would be to re- || 


| &e., which they might have seen fit in the warmth | 
|| of their feelings to incur; and those soldiers and 
| those officers whose friends were poor would be | 
| left, as he had before said, to sleep on the field of | 
| their glory. For such a resolution he was unwil- | 
He had been unwilling to vote for || 
| the resolution of the honorable gentleman from | 
Ohio, which proposed to bring back the indiscrimi- | 


| bring the remains of any back who had not already | 


| were not now going to hunt them up; consequently | 

those who slept there would continue emtictarbed, 
| while the Government would be called upon to re- |. 
fund the expenses which had been involuntarily in- | 
curred by the wealthy relatives and friends of such | 


If the resolution passed he wanted its provisions |, 
| to be general, including the remains of every ofti- | 
cer and soldier who had fallen on the battle-fields | 
| of Mexico. 


men were left there. This was his aa and | 
he hoped the bill would be referred to the Commit- 


| was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. COCKE, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of New York and citizens of Warren 
| county, New York, in relation to the continuance of 
pensions to the widows of soldiers of the Revolu- 
tion, and of widows of officers of the United States 
army slain in battle, or who have died while in the 
| military service of the United States; and also from 
_ the resolution of the House of 17th January last, 

instructing them to inquire into the propriety of 

paying to widows and heirs of volunteers who may 

rave been killed in battle, or died before the end of 
| their term of service, the same pay they would have 

received had they served the full time for which 
_ they entered the service; and they were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. COCKE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made adverse reports upon the 
petitions of Anna Leech, of Maine; Martha Wi- 
nans, widow of Abraham Winans, Jane Sulcer, 
| William Sulcer, Sarah Sampson, widow of Peleg 

Sampson; Sarah Teas, widow of William Teas; 
| John Victor, administrator of Sarah Victor; John 
Caldwell; and resolutions of the Legislature of 
Florida, in relation to the widows and orphans of 
those who have died in the military service of the 
|| United States in Mexico. Laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill for the relief of Mary McRae, 
widow of Lieutenant Colonel William McRee, 
late of the United States army, deceased, reported 
the same back to the House, with the recomment- 
ation that itdo not pass. The bill was commi- 
ted. 

Mr. STRONG, from the same committee, re- 
| ported bills for the relief of William Parker and of 
William Via; which bills were severally read and 
|| committed. 
| Also, from the same committee, adverse reports 
on the petitions of Rebecca Boyd, Stephen Decatur 
Twiggs, Noah Clark, and Martin Dewey. Laid on 
|, the table. ; 

Mr. S. LAWRENCE, from the same commit- 
tee, made adverse reports on the petitions of Henry 
Shafer and Sarah Knight. Laid on the table. | 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported bills for the relief of Eliza A. 
Mellon, of Benjamin Reisnyder, and of Francis 
M. Holton; which were severally read and com- 
mitted. 

Also, from the same committee, adverse reports 
upon the petitions of Isaac Deaver and the heirs ol 

ilford Knott. Laid on the table. 

Mr. W. T. LAWRENCE, from the same com- 
mittee, made adverse reports upon the petitions of 
Theo. Davis, William A. Smith, Valentine Spaus, 
' and Ann H. Allen, widow of Samuel Allen. Laid 

on the table. : 
|| Alse, from the same committee, bills for the re- 
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tief of Israel Bayles, of Arthur Wilson, of Benja- 
min G. Perkins, of Beriah Wright, of John 
Savage, and of Levi Colmus; which bills were sev- 
erally read and committed. ; 

Mr. ECKERT, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of William Paddy. Read 
and committed. ; 

Also, from the same committee, adverse reports 
ypon the petitions of John Gilbert, Wm. Gracy, 
and John Steuart. Laid on the table. 

Mr. FARRELLY, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, made an adverse report upon the petition of 
Thomas Gregg. Laid on the table. 

Mr. STARK WEATHER, from the Committee 
on Accounts, reported the following resolution, 
which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay, on the audit 
of the Committee on Accounts, the aceount of T. Bailey 
Myers and F. F. Marbury, employed by the Solicitor of the 
freasury, under a resolution of the House of the 20th Janu- 


ary. 1346, to take sworn testimony in the claim of Mathews, 
Wood, and Hall. 


Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported a resolution authorizing the 
Clerk of the House to purchase sundry books for 
the use of the Library of the House of Represent- 
itives; which was read and agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill for the 
relief of John Black, late consul of the United 
States at the city of Mexico, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment. The bill 
was committed. 

Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, made adverse reports upon the pe- 
tition of James McKibben and of Isaac C. Elston. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, from the 
Committee of Claims, reported bills for the relief 
of Manuel X. Harmony, of A. Baudonin, and A. 
D. Robert; which bills were read and committed. 

Mr. THIBODEAUX, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported a bill to make Ship Island, in 
the collection district of Pearl river, a port of de- 
livery, and to authorize the appointment of a sur- 
veyor for said port; which was read three times, 
passed, and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Mr. HUNT, from the same committee, reported | 
a bill to release from duty plank and timber im- | 
ported for the construction of plank roads. 

After some remarks by Messrs. HUNT, POL- 
LOCK, WENTWORTH, COBB of Georgia, 
CATHCART, and STUART of Michigan— 


EXPENSES OF MUSTERING VOLUNTEERS. 


The House went into Committee of the Whole 
(Mr. Kina, of Georgia, in the chair) and proceeded 
to consider the joint resolution to refund money 
for expenses incurred by individuals or States in 
mustering volunteers into the service of the United 
States, 

The question being on the amendment moved 
yesterday by Mr. Jones to the amendment of Mr. 
Fickuiw, the latter withdrew his amendment; | 
whereupon— 

Mr. JONES moved his amendment as an inde- | 
pendent proposition. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to amend Mr. Jones’s 
amendment by striking out all after the word Pro- 
vided, and inserting ‘‘ that, in auditing and allow- 
‘ing said claims, the same rules shall be adopted 
‘and the same compensation allowed that are al- 
‘lowed to recruiting officers for subsistence of 
‘soldiers at recruiting stations, and other incidental 
‘expenses incurred previous to being mustered into | 
‘the service of the United States.” 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. | 

Mr. FARAN opposed the amendment. The | 
means for subsisting and transporting volunteers 
before they could be mustered into service had 
et to be supplied by individuals; and it 
was hard and unreasonable to expect of men to 
leave their farms and business for the public ser- 
vice, and pay their own expenses to the place of 
rendezvous. It was manifest that they must have 
‘ssistance, Patriotic individuals had opened their | 
doors and purses to them, and furnished them the 
nieans of subsistence and transportation until they 
could be mustered into service; and in cases known 
to him this had been done on the faith of a pledge, 
that whatever they advanced should be refunded 
to them by the Government. He was astonished 
at the statement yesterday, by the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Wick,] that these supplies were 
furnished gratuitously, and that the passage of this | 
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| them. 
| spirit, voluntarily advanced the necessary supplies, 


‘authority of the Secretary of War. 


‘honor of the nation, and all respect to the dut 
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resolution would invite the practice of fraud. Mr. 
I. said, if the proper disbursing officers of the 
United States had been on the ground where these 
companies have been raised, they would have 
found no law authorizing the payment of such 
claims as those of which he was speaking; be- 
cause, even they had no authority to pay for sub- 
sistence, &c., of troops before they were mustered 
into service. But he repeated, that, to his knowl- 
edge, assurances had been made that means and 
money so furnished should be refunded by the 
Government; for supplies were just as necessary 
to keep troops together before they could be mus- 
tered into service, as they were after; and there 
was no distinction between the justice of a claim 
for supplies furnished before or after the troops 
were mustered into service, 

Mr. TAYLOR said, that he concurred with 
his colleague who had just taken his seat [Mr. 
Faran] in the views he had expressed as to the 
principle of the resolution, and that he wished 
it might be passed. When, in the beginning of 
the Mexican war, volunteers were called for by the 
President, the State of Ohio furnished promptly 
the twenty-four hundred troops required of her 
for the service of the country. She responded with 
promptitude to the call upon her patriotism and 
the requisition of the Government. The State had 
raised, organized, and equipped this volunteer 
force, and had placed them without delay at the | 
general rendezvous at Cincinnati. And Mr. T. 
regretted to hear one of his colleagues over the way 
[Mr. Dickinson] say, that the Whig Governor of 


, the State he had the honor in part to represent, had | 


refused to furnish the money necessary to defray the | 
preliminary expenses. On the contrary, these ex- 
penses were promptly met by the Whig Governor | 
of the State, acting at that time, the honorable 
Mordecai Bartley. Thatgentleman, with a prompt- | 
itude and energy which commanded the approba- 
tion and admiration of all parties, fulfilled his dut 
on that occasion with the truest patriotism, cael 
and fidelity. When the term of enlistment of the | 
three Ohio regiments first called out had expired, 
the Federal Government encouraged the reénlist- 
ment of two of those regiments, authorizing some 
of their officers to offer strong inducements to the 
men to reénrol themselves. With this view, and | 
to induce new recruits, the colonel now command- | 


| ing the second Ohio regiment in Mexico, Colonel 


Irvin, who had distinguished himself for his gal- 
lantry and good conduct in the war under Colonel | 
Morgan, and whose term of twelve-months’ service 
had then expired, was authorized by the Secretary 
of War to reorganize the second regiment, and, as | 
was generally understood with us, was advised that | 
the preliminary expenses in effecting their organi- | 


| zation, previous to their march te Cincinnati, would | 


be paid. 


Mr. T. here referred to a letter addressed by the |, 
| Secretary of War to Colonel Irvin, authorizing him | 
to proceed to reorganize the second regiment of || 


Ohio volunteers. The companies composing that | 


| regiment were raised in various parts of the State: || 


at Lancaster, Columbus, Chilicothe, Portsmouth, | 
and other places, some of them more than one | 
hundred miles from Cincinnati, the place of general | 
rendezvous. And these companies were raised and | 
organized in reliance upon the Secretary's commu- | 
nications. The companies were formed, and re- | 
mained in their encampments several weeks after | 
having been sworn to serve for five years or during | 
the war with Mexico. Some of them were regu- 
larly drilled, and subjected to a rigid military | 
discipline during this time, and they were support- | 

such contributions and under such contracts | 
as their officers could succeed in procuring for | 
Many citizens, actuated by a patriotic 


and others furnished subsistence under regular 


contracts with the recruiting officers of the com- || 


panies. A single citizen in his own town furnish- | 
ed subsistence to the amount of from $500 to $1,000, | 
under an agreement with one of the recruiting ofii- | 
cers, to aid in sustaining a company previous to | 
their march to Cincinnati; and he now asked pay- 
ment—that this money should be refunded to him, 
as had been promised by those acting under the 
And would 
it not be gross injustice to refuse the application? 
Every principle of justice, all just regard to the 


which a Representative owed to a noble-hearted, 
patriotic man, who had voluntarily advanced his | 


563 


private means to aid his country’s cause, demand- 
ed that the money should be fully and promptly 
repaid. What confidence could the citizen place 
in the promise and engagement of his Government 
if this just demand should be refused? How were 
we ever to get a volunteer corps in any future exi- 
gency of our public affairs, it this was to be the 
way in which the public promises were to be re- 
deemed? 

Though Ohio was called upon, at the commence- 
ment of the Mexican war, for only two thousand 
four hundred men, since their term of twelve 
months’ service had expired, she had sent two 
other regiments of volunteers; and during the war 
she had sent, altogether, more than six thousand 
troops, volunteers and regulars. The first volun- 
teers were furnished at the expense of the State, 
in the first instance. Some fifteen or twenty thou- 
sand dollars, or more, were advanced by our Gov- 
ernor, and that amount was not refunded until the 
lapse of six, twelve, or eighteen months. Some 
of these advances may not yet be paid. It is due 
to the State that the whole amount should be re- 
funded to her. Her patriotic and public-spirited 
Whig Governor at that time, the honorable Mr. 
Bartley, though her Legislature was not in session, 
had raised and furnished the money, and payment 
was demanded of him by those who advanced it 
on the credit of the State, long before Ohio could 
get back what she had advanced. And after the 
twelve months for which the first three regiments 
of volunteers had enlisted had elapsed, the volun- 
teers were encouraged to reénlist; and many of 
them, with others, had volunteered to serve during 
the war, in the full belief that the money paid for 

| their subsistence would be refunded, according to 
the promise of those whom they believed were 
fully authorized to contract for the same. What- 
ever was paid in good faith by individuals, to aid 
the Government of the United States to obtain the 
men demanded for the public service, and what- 
ever amount was expended for subsisting those 
men after they were sworn into the pablic service, 
as well as all advances by the State, should be 
fully and promptly repaid by the General Govern- 
ment. And he trusted that Congress would pass 
this bill, and thereby render speedy justice to those 
who now appeal to us. 

Here the hour to which the debate on the reso- 
lution had been terminated, expired. 

Mr. Jones’s amendment was rejected. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to add to the 


| bill the following proviso: 


And provided further, That it shall be proved to the satis- 
faction of the Secretary of War that said expenses incurred, 
subsistence or transportation furnished, ‘‘or money ad- 
vanced,” have not been paid by any person whatsoever. 

In supporting the amendment he had offered, 
Mr. E. referred to cases where the volunteers had 
paid their own tavern expenses, and going to Mex- 
ico many of them had there died. In this case, 
there was nothing in the bill to prevent the land- 
| lord from presenting his account to the department 
for such supplies, The men were dead; and thus 
the money might be paid by Governmenta second 


i; lume. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, proposed to 
modify the amendment by inserting the words 
‘* paid by any person or persons whatever.’’ Mr. 
T. referred to cases where the expenses of the 


|| volunteers before being mustered into service had 
|| been advanced by the county where they were 
1] organized, and wished to know whether the reso- 


' lution was so worded as to cover such a case? 
Mr. HARALSON considered the amendment 
proposed by the gentleman from Maryland {Mr. 
Evans] as wholly unnecessary, for surely the de- 
partment would not be so silly as to pay the same 
demand a seeond time. 
Mr. EVANS explained, and restated the case of 
the dead soldiers and the tavern-keepers. 
Mr. HARALSON said if the soldiers bad pai¢ the 
tavern-keeper, what possible claim could he make 
to have the money refunded to him? If it was to 
be refunded to any one, it was to the soldier or 
_his representative. As to the inquiry of the gen- 
| tleman from Mississippi, [Mr. THompson,] le 
would read to the gentleman the clause.of the reso- 
lution as amended to which his question referred. 
He then quoted that portion of the resolution which 
| provided that moneys advanced by States, cities, 

counties, or individuals, for organizing, subsisting, 
| and transporting volunteers previous to their being 
| mustered into the service of the United States. 
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Nothing could be plainer than this language. A 
fair and reasonable construction of its provisions 
would leave no doubt that money advanced as the 
gentieman stated would be refunded. 

After further conversation between Mr. Toomp- 
son and Mr. Haratson on this point, Mr. H. 
observed that when small amounts had been fur- 
nished by individuals it was not probable that any 
demand would be made for repayment, but when 
cities had nobly come forward and advanced large 
sums in the hour of their country’s need, nodoubt | 
they would apply, and their just demands would 
be honorably met. 

The committee had been told by a gentleman 
from Indiana {Mr. Wick] that petit larceny would 
be committed under this resolution, and that very 
clever gentlemen would be tempted by it to steal 
money out of the treasury. Admitting that some 
dishonest persons would advance fraudulent claims 
against the Government, was this any reason why 
no provision should be made for paying claims 
which were just? Yet that was the whole sum 
and substance of the gentleman’s remarks yester- 
day. As to what the gentleman had said about 
refunding money to the adjutant general of his own 
State, the amendment he had suggested on that 
subject was wholly unnecessary. Under the phrase- 
olovy of the resolution as already amended, there 
would be no doubt as to the result of claims pre- 
sented to the War Department under this resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. H., after having the resolution offered yes- 
terday by the gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Mc- 
Ciriianp) read, argued that no further guards 
were requisite than the concluding proviso, which 
provided that no advance of money should be re- 
funded unless it was expenses that were necessary 
and proper. Could or would a Secretary of War 
pay, under such a clause, for expenditures which 
were extravagant, unnecessary and improper? The 
expense of organizing, enlisting, and transporting 
volunteers to their place of rendezvous ought to 
have been paid by the Government, (had it been 
practicable,) but had not. The simple question was 
whether, when these expenses had been paid for 
by others, they should or should not be reim- 
bursed? The Government was not to blame in 
the first instance, because it could not have pay- 
masters and commissaries stationed all over the 
country wherever a volunteer force was being 
raised. But the expenditure had been made, the 
Government had received the benefit of it, and it 
was no more than sheer justice to refund the money. 
Above all things let us be just. 

Mr. H. said if the Secretary of War was so 
unwise as to pay the tavern-keeper for what the 
soldier had first paid him, he ought to be im- 
peached and turned out of office. 

Mr. EVANS explained, and stated his supposed 
case a third time. 

Mr. STRONG proposed to amend the resolu- 
tion after the word “ cities,’’ by adding * or other 
municipal corporations.” 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of or- 
der: the resolution having been gone through with, 
no further amendment could be made but by gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr. STRONG took an appeal from the decision, 
but it was aflirmed by the committee: Ayes 65, 
noes 27. 

Mr. McKAY moved an amendment to strike 
out the words *‘or money advanced.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN, at the suggestion of Mr. 
Tuompson, of Mississippi, ruled the amendment 
out of order, the bill having been gone through 
with. 

Mr. McLANE moved to amend by adding the 
following proviso: 

Provided, further, That the sum paid shall not exceed, 
for each volunteer so organized, subsisted, and transported, 


the sum now provided by law for the organization, subsist- 
ence, and transportation of men in the regular army. 


Mr. McLANE briefly urged the necessity of the 
restriction proposed by the amendment to guard 
the treasury from unlimited demands that might 
otherwise be made upon it. 

Mr. BURT considered the amendment utterly 
impracticable; and, even if it were practicable, its 
operation would work an inequality between the 
volunteers and regulars, prejudicial to the former. 

The question being taken, Mr. McLawne’s 
amendment was rejected. 

Mr. WICK moved the following as an addi- 
tional section: 

Be it enacted, §c., That no claim under this act shall be | 
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paid unless the same be sustained,in addition to other testi- 
mony, by the oath of the claimant, stating that his claim is 
justly due to himself, and not in trust for others, and that he 
has neither directly nor indirectly received satisfaction 
thereof, entirely or in part, from any source whatever, and 
that the advancement was made on the credit of the United 
States. 


An honorable member of the Committee on 


Military Affairs (said Mr. W.) had seen proper | 


this morning—he would not say had seen proper, 
he did not think he had seen proper, but had inad- 


vertently placed in his (Mr. W.’s) mouth a kind | 


of milk-and-water argument, which he flattered 


LOBE. 


_ had been adjusted, and no frauds had 


himself he was not usually guilty of inflicting on |, 
the House in what little he had to say here. It | 


was a mistake to say that his (Mr. W.’s) objection 


to this bill was, that dishonest men might perhaps | 


prosecute and establish claims under it. He might 


have expressed himself imperfectly, but his pur- | 


pose yesterday had been to say that this bill was 


drummed-up claims. He hoped no honorable mem- 
ber would misunderstand him now. 


expressly calculated to invite the presentation of | 


By way of showing that this was the character | 


of this bill, he would refer to a few details which 
he should have supposed would have presented 
themselves to the astute mind of the honorable 
gentleman who was a member of the Military 
Committee, as well as to the minds of other gen- 
tlemen. Let them see how it was that these claims 
had arisen. They had arisen from the fact, that 
when the volunteers were being raised, patriotic 
gentlemen had stepped forward and made advances, 
or the volunteers themselves or their friends had 


encountered expenditures which were necessary | 


in enabling them to march to the place of rendez- 
vous. The claims might be drummed up in this 
way: Two or three companies collect in some con- 
venient place to march to the place of rendezvous; 
the farmers of the community turn out their teams 


to carry them; one man collects a squad of teams, | 


and has the general supervision of delivering the 


men; he expects to make no charge at the time, | 


but he could prove by the officers of the company 
that he furnished the teams; and although he ma 
not have paid out a dollar—although it may all 
have been a matter of contribution, each farmer 
sending his own team—and although the very 
funds expended were raised by handing a hat 
around—yet the leader in the matter would come 
forward under this resolution and claim for these 
services. It would invite dishonest men to present 
dishonest claims. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, interposed, and 
raised the point of order, that the gentleman’s 
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or could be proved? That resolution Sa aye 
last session, and was precisely similar to ‘the - 
now under consideration. [He read the for 
resolution; also, an extract from the report of tj 

Secretary of War showing thé necessity for < 
present resolution.] Now, if this resolution oper ed 
the door to these enormous frauds, why, he asked 
did not the gentleman from Indiana show th; : 
under the former resolution, frauds had | oo 
petrated upon the Government? It was no suo! 
thing. It must be because the gentleman had ont 
investigated the matter. Perhaps he was not 
terested in it, and had not paid attention to jt He 
(Mr. M.) trusted the resolution would be adopt ; 


at 
; . es vec, 
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the amendment. 


| 


Mr. POLLOCK inquired of the Chair if it would 
be now in order to move to strike out the en 
clause of the resolution? 

The CHAIRMAN replied that it would not, as 
an amendment was now pending. a8 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved an 
amendment to Mr. Wick’s amendment, to add 
‘‘and no assignment shall be recognized by the 
War Department.’’ He said he knew that ad. 
vances had been made in many cases of ten, ff. 
teen, and twenty dollars, by men who never ex. 
pected to get anything in return; but let it be known 
that this resolution had passed, and agents would 
be sent ail over the country, and these claims 
would be bought up for a small sum. In this way 
these agents would hunt up these claims; and, as 
the gentleman from Indiana said, it would invite 
such men to come to the War Department to get 
pay for claims which were never expected to be 
presented at the time the advances were made. 

Mr. WICK accepted the amendment of Mr. 
Tompson as a modification of his amendment. 

Mr. HARALSON asked if a claimant made his 


acting 


affidavit, as required by this amendment, would it 


remarks were rather in reply to other gentlemen |, 
than an explanation of the amendment which he || 


had offered, and were therefore out of order under 
the five-minutes rule. 


The CHAIRMAN remarking that the gentle- | 


man from Indiana had but one minute more— 
Mr. HOUSTON waived his objection; and 
Mr. WICK proceeded. Again, contributions 

had been raised in the manner he had described, 


not be saying to the Secretary of War that it was 
sufficient without proof? 

Mr. WICK replied that the amendment provi- 
ded the very reverse. It expressly required addi- 


' tional proof beside the oath of the claimant. 


The question being taken, Mr. Wick’s amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. POLLOCK. now moved to strike out the 
enacting clause of the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, raised the point that 
such a motion was not in order in committee. It 
was equivalent to the rejection of the measure, 


|| which the committee had no power to do, but only 


to amend it. Se 
Mr. POLLOCK referred to the rule to justify 
his motion, and remarked that he was distinctly 


| in favor of the general principle of the resolution, 


and he thought that moneys advanced for the use 
of the volunteers ought to be refunded; yet he 


thought the bill defective, and had made the mo- 


or by subscription in a town or city, and placed in || 


the hands of an individual; that individual had 
gone forward and expended the money for neces- 


saries for the volunteers; he only would be known | 


to the officers; they would know of his expendi- 
ture, and the amount, at least proximating; and 


yet not one dollar of it had been expended out of | 


his own pocket. 
this kind 
The time allotted for explanation here expired. 


He knew of many instances of | 


Mr. MILLER, of Ohio, moved an amendment, 


to strike out the last line of the amendment of 
Mr. Wick. 


The amendment of the gentleman from Indiana 


(he a that no person should recover 
from the United States unless he would swear that 


the money for which the claim was made was ad- | 


vanced on the credit of the United States. Now, 
he had a letter in his hand from the Quartermaster 
General of Ohio, which would show at once the 


| tion to strike out its enacting clause, with the view, 
| if it prevailed, to recommit it to the Committee on 


Military Affairs, in order that the roposition 


|, might be brought forward in a proper form. 


Mr. JONES pressed his point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN overruled it, and decided the 


| motion in order. 


Mr. COBB inquired, in case the motion prevail- 
ed, what would be the report of the chairman to 
the House? Would it be that the committee had 
stricken out the enacting clause, and made certain 
amendments to the bill? [A ong) He put this 
question to convince the chairman of the incorrect- 
ness of his decision. The motion was clearly out 
of order, and had so repeatedly been decided. 


After a word by Mr. COLLAMER on the point 


| of order— 


The CHAIRMAN, adhering to his decision, 
and no appeal being taken— : 
The question was taken on the motion to strike 


out the enacting clause, and decided in the affirme- 


impropriety of this provision. [He read the letter, || 
which referred to an advance made in Ohio.] This | 


advance (he said) was made at the instance of the 
Quartermaster General; and, in many instances, 


interposition of the State governments. 
But, further, the gentleman from Indiana said 


that this bill, as it now stood, opened the door to |, 


frauds. Did not the gentleman know that on the 
3d of March last a resolution of a similar character 
passed, and that all claims under that resolution 


| tive by tellers: Ayes 66, noes 53. 


So the committee agreed to strike out the enact- 


ing clause of the resolution. 
r. MEADE proposed to offer a further amend- 


| ment to the bill. 
advances had been made in anticipation of some || 


The CHAIRMAN ruled all amendments out of 
order, as the vote last taken was equivalent to the 


rejection of the bill. ; P 
Mr. HILLIARD moved that this bill be laid 


| aside, and the Oregon bill be taken up. 


The CHAIRMAN decided that the committee 
could take up no other bill; but, under the terms 
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of the resolution under which they were acting, 
having disposed of the resolution, they must imme- 
diately rise and report their action to the House. 

The committee then rose, and the CHarrman 
reported that the committee had stricken out the 
enacting clause. 

The SPEAKER replied that the committee might 
verfect, but it could not destroy a bill, and he an- 
nounced the question to be on the bill and its 
amendments. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved the recommitment of 
the bill to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the 

previous question. . 
* Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said he hoped the 
gentleman from Connecticut would withdraw the 
demand for the previous question, for he had a 
substitute for the bill, which he thought would be 
acceptable if it were heard. He had shown it to 
friends on his side of the House, and they approved 
of it, and he thought gentlemen opposite would 
too, if they would listen to it. 

Mr. ASHMUN inquired what the effect of the 
previous question would be? 

The SPEAKER replied that it would cut off the 
motion to recommit, and bring the Houge to a di- 
rect vote on the bill. 

Mr. ASHMUN moved the previous question, 
but there was not a second, and the question recur- 
red on the motion to recommit. | 
Mr. JONES then read his amendment, as fol- 
lows: 

“That the resolution approved March 3, 1847, entitled 
‘A resolution to retund money to the States which have sup- 
‘plied volunteers and furnished them transportation during 
‘the present war, before being mustered and received into 
‘the service of the United States,’ be, and the same is here- 
by, revived and extended so as to authorize the payment of 
similar expenses to States or individuals, which have occur- 
red since the approval of the resolution herein revived and 
extended.” 

The question was then taken on the motion to | 
recommit to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
and it was agreed to. 


TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT IN OREGON. 
On motion of Mr. HALL, of Missouri, the | 
House resolved itself into Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Cranston, of || 
Rhode Island, in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the bill to establish a Territorial Gov- 
ernment in Oregon. | 
Mr. HILLIARD said, that in rising to address | 
the committee he did not propose to discuss the | 
provisions of the bill then before them; but there |, 
were some topics which stood connected with the || 
general subject upon which he desired to give his 
views. The bill provides (said Mr. H.) for the || 
organization of a territorial government for the |, 
people of Oregon. It is understood that negoti- |) 
ations are now pending with Mexico which will || 
probably result in the extension of our territorial |, 
possessions. We shall soon be called on to pro- || 
vide a government for the people of New Mexico | 
and of Upfer California. I am not anxious to | 
engage in a premature discussion of topics which || 
must come up when that legislation is entered 
upon. [ hope that the wisdom and moderation || 
which have been displayed heretofore, in dealing | 
with great questions affecting the interests of the | 
people of this country, will characterize the legis- | 
‘ation of Congress when that measure comes up 
for consideration, and that the political rights of | 
the South will be regarded. They must be; the | 
South will aim at no exclusive advantages, nor | 
will it submit to unjust and humiliating restric- | 
tons. The gentleman who last addressed the com- | 
mittee on this question [Mr. Smarr, of omen | 
stated that the war in which we have been engage 
with Mexico was not undertaken for the acquisi- 
tion of ees but to quiet the title to Texas. | 
My honorable friend from Georgia, too, [Mr. | 
Coss,] some time since endeavored to make it 
appear that it was impossible to condemn the act | 
of the President in ordering the advance of the 
{ 
| 


i 
| 


| 
| 


army upon the Rio Grande without condemning || 
‘he previous act of the Government in annexing 
*cxas to the United States, and at the same time | 
including in our censure the act of Congress which | 
Voted the supplies necessary to carry on the war 

with Mexico. An honorable gentleman from South | 
Carolina, for whose opinions I entertain a high | 
respect, [Mr. Ruerr,] has entered into an elabo- 

Fate argument in-vindication of the policy of the | 
dministration, in which he declares that the | 
resident was exerting his constitutional functions || 


in ordering the army to the Rio Grande. Now, 
sir, | wholly dissent from all these views; and I 
shall as rapidly as possible state my objections to 
the course of the President and the policy of his 
Administration in regard to the Mexican question. 
The time has arrived when we may be permitted 
to survey the ground over which we have passed 
since the opening of the war with Mexico. Hos- 
tilities are suspended; peace is at hand—a peace 
which is, I trust, to prove a firm and lasting one 
between the two countries. It is not my purpose 
to enter into an elaborate investigation of the causes 
which gave rise to the war; that ground has been 
fully explored, and I should hardly hope to come 
back with a single discovery. I desire, however, 
to hold the Administration up to its responsibility. 
A war may be provoked by causes which would 
fully justify it, and yet be precipitated by an un- 
constitutional act. The President, in ordering the 
army to a position on the Rio Grande, clearly 
usurped powers not conferred on him by the Con- 


| Stitution. Texas was annexed to this country bya 


resolution which left the western boundary of that 
State open, and provided that it should be ascer- 
tained and fixed by negotiation. 

If the Presidenthad become convinced that Mex- 
ico would decline that mode of adjustment, and had 
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one man, not one woman, not one child, not one 
four-footed beast ofany description whatever. Yet 
the friends of the President seek to justify his rash 
order for the advance of the army, by persuading 
us that it was determined on under the apprehen- 
sion of threatened invasion. There must have been 
some other consideration—some ulterior, undis- 
closed object which the President had in view. 

By referring to the correspondence which took 
place between the Secretary of War and General 
‘Taylor, it will be perceived that as early as the 
15th June, 1845, Mr. Bancroft, while in temporary 
charge of the War Department, wrote to the com- 
manding general in terms which would have autho- 
rized him at that time to pitch his tents on the 
banks of the Rio Bravo. 

On the 30th of the succeeding month, the Secre- 
tary of War wrote to him in similar terms: 

“'The Rio Grande is claimed to be the boundary between 
the two countries, and up to this boundary you are to extend 
your protection, only excepting any posts on the eastern side 
thereof which are in the actual occupancy of Mexican forces, 
or Mexican setdements over which the Republie of Texas 
did not exercise jurisdiction at the period of annexation, or 


|| shortly before thatevent. [tis expected that, in selecting the 


satisfied Congress thata resort must be had toarms, | 


we should have been at liberty to claim the Rio }| it probable that no serious attempts will at present be made 


Bravo as the western boundary of Texas, and to | 
direct the President to throw in a military force for | 


its defence. 
tion on the part of Congress, the order of the Presi- 


dent to General Taylor to take up his position on || 
the banks of that stream was a gross, palpable, vio- | 


lent usurpation of authority. No array of grievan- 
ces committed by Mexico against this country will 
justify that order; no circumstances which existed 
could vindicate that act of the President, while they 
may justify the act of Congress and vindicate its 
recognition of this war. I do not deny that there 
was ample ground upon which to rest a declaration 
of war against Mexico. Iam not disposed to deny 
that there were hostile threats and warlike prepa- 
rations on the part of that republic; but I do deny 
that the President had any constitutional authority 
whatever to decide the question of peace or war. 
That was a question for the decision of Congress. 


| The Constitution lodged there the authority to pass 


upon so momentous an issue; and the act of the 
President, in deciding that the western boundary 
of Texas must be settled by arms, and not by ne- 
gotiation, stands out asa bold usurpation of power, 
which no circumstances can justify or excuse. 
Still, this is purely a domestic question, and can- 
not affect our relations with Mexico. It was an 
ill-advised step, invited attack, and led to hostili- 
ties. Congress thought proper to recognize these 
hostilities as acts of war; and I felt at liberty to 


vote the supplies necessary to carry on the war | 


thus brought on, though I condemned the course 
of the President. Iam not, however, ready at this 
time to vote for raising the ten additional regiments 
which the President asks for. lam amazed that 
gentlemen should press the bill at a moment like 
this. Has there not been enough of war, enough 
of its pomp and circumstance, enough of its ex- 
pense? With a good prospect for peace, must the 
country be again plunged, by reckless obedience to 
the demands of the President, into this wasteful 
expenditure? Some gentlemen, too, seem uneasy 
at voting against taking the bill up out of its order. 
The time has gone by for such apprehensions. 
The war has become odious to the people. The 
country desires peace. The President has gone 
down in the contest, and, though he still rides along 
the lines, and strives to animate his followers to 
new struggles, he has none of the energy and power 
of manhood left him, 
“ The times have been 
That when the brains were out the man would die, 
And there an end; but now they rise again, 


With twenty mortal murders on their crowns, 
And push us from our stools.”’ 


What induced the President to seize ——— 
which did not belong to him? Was there danger 
of invasion? No. There were no settlements along 
the country bordering on the Rio Bravo to defend. 
So far as anything American was concérned, it 
was as destitute of life as the Carnatic after the 
descent of Hyder Ali, as described by Burke, in 
his celebrated speech on the Nabob of Arcot’s 
debts. 

You might traverse the whole region and not see 


3ut, in the absence of such a declura- || 








eee 


establishment for your troops, you will approach as near the 
boundary line (the Rio Grande) as prudence will dictate.’ 


On the 16th of October following, the Secretary 
of War again writes to this officer: 
* The information which we have received here, renders 


by Mexico toinvade Texas, although she continues to threaten 
incursions. Previous instructions will have put you in pos- 
session of the views of the Governmentof the United States, 
not only as to the extent of its territorial claims, but of its 
determination to assertthem. * * * * You wiil approach 
as near the western boundary of Texas (the Rio Grande) as 
circumstances Will permit; having reference to reasonable 


| security—to accommodations, for putting your troops into 


winter huts, if deemed necessary—to the facility aud certain- 


| ty of procuring or receiving supplies, and to checking any 
| attempted incursions by the Mexican forces on the Indian 
| tribes.”? 


Here, then, the Secretary of War, at a time when 
there was no serious apprehension of an invasion 
of Texas by a Mexican force, directs General Tay- 


| lor to approach as near the Rio Grande as circum- 


| stances will permit. 


He is informed, in the same 


| letter, that he need not wait for instructions from 
| Washington to carry out what he might deem 


proper to be done. Still General Taylor did not 
advance, until, on the 13th of January, 1846, the 


| positive, decisive, fatal order was sent to him, to 
| take a position on the east bank of the Rio Grande: 


“Tam directed by the President to instruct you to advance 
and occupy, with the troops under your command, positions 
on or near the east bank of the Rio del Norte as soon as it 
can be conveniently done, with reference to the season and 
the routes by which your movements must be made.” 

Point Isabel and points opposite Matamoros and 
Mier, in the vicinity of Laredo, are named as suit- 
able places for taking up his position. 

The order of the Government was obeyed. 
General Taylor advanced upon Point Isabel, and 
took a position opposite Matamoros. 

Doubtless the President acted upon the idea that 
a feeble people were likely to be yielding in nego- 


| tiation when an army hung upon and threatened 


their exposed frontier. He disregarded the noble 
Roman maxim: 

Parcere subjectis, debellare superbos. 
Hence, when a minister was sent to negotiate, an 


army was ordered to take possession of the very 


| territory which was to be the subject of negotia- 


tion, and a fleet hovered upon the coast of « — 
ince which that minister was instructed to purchase, 
If the force had been great enough the policy might 
have been successful; but our small army invited 
attack from its apparent helplessness. 

There was something beyond the mere wish to 
quiet the title to Texas which the President had in 
view when he ordered the army to the Rio Bravo. 


| He had just fallen back in inglorious retreat 
* through & 


ve parallels of latitude on the Pacific 


} coast before the most formidable Power on the 


globe, and his aim evidently was to illustrate his 


| Administration by acquiring the northern prov- 


inces of Mexico. Phaeton was the reputed son 
of Phebus, and, when his paternity was question- 
ed, he visited the palace of the sun that he might 

revail on his father to give him the means of prov- 
ing his illustrious descent. Phebus allowed him 
to drive his chariot for a day, and instructed him 
how to proceed through the regions of the air; but 
the feeble hand of Phaeton could not guide the fly- 
ing horses; they departed from their track; heaven 
and earth were threatened with conflagration, and 


| order could not be restored until a bolt from the 
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hand of Jupiter hurled the adventurous charioteer 
from his seat. The President, in his eagerness to 
vindicate his claim to the high station which he 
fills, ventured upon a policy which has brought 
about similar confusion, General Jackson’s tone 
towards Frante, which fortunately resulted in no 
mischief, was assumed by Mr. Polk in his nego- 
tiations with Great Britain upon the Oregon ques- 
tion, and we narrowly escaped war. It was em- 
ployed against a feeble Power with greater confi- 
dence of success. The President had set his heart 
upon acquiring New Mexico and California, and 
it occurred to him that the most successful mode 
of persuading Mexico to yield them up would be 
to station an army on her frontier and a fleet on 
her coast. ‘That this was the aim of the President 
will clearly appear when the instructions given to 
Mr. Slidell are made public. He was sent to 
Mexico, not simply as a commissioner to settle 
open questions, and especially to fix the western 
boundary of Texas, but it seems that he was in- 
structed to spread before the Mexican Government 
powerful considerations for giving up the desired 
provinces. As to New Mexico, Mr. Slidell was 
probably instructed to urge upon the Mexican 
Government that it ought to belong to the United 
States, a great portion of it lying on this side of 
the Rio Grande and included within the limits al- 
ready claimed by ‘Texas; it was, too, a remote 
and detached province, the possession of which 
could not be advantageous to that country; but, if 


given up, she would be relieved from the trouble | 


and expense of defending the inhabitants against 
the Indmns. From these and other considerations 
it was clear that New Mexico ought to belong to 
the United States. 

Nor was California to be overlooked; on the con- 
trary, it was no doubt an important object of Mr. 
Slidell’s mission to secure a large part of that prov- 
ince, ‘The possession of the bay and harbor of 
San Francisco was regarded as all-important to the 
United States; it was believed, too, that the Mex- 
ican Government had but a slight hold on Califor- 
nia, and thatthey would readily relinquish that hold 
for a suflicient consideration. 

It is easy to trace the object of the Administra- 
tion; it is impossible to mistake it; the main busi- 
ness of Mr. Slidell was to acquire New Mexico 
and California. A fleet had sailed for the Pacific; 
the instructions which the commander bore dis- 
closed the purpose of the Government. Upper 
California was to be taken; it was to be held; it 
was under no circumstances to be given up; we 
were to be found in possession of it at the close of 
the war, so that if a treaty of peace should be made 
upon the basis of the wli possidetis we might retain it. 

General Kearny was sent to take possession of 
New Mexico, and he was instructed by the Secre- 
tary of War to assure the people of that province 
that it was the wishand design of the United States 
to provide for them a free government with the 
least possible delay, similar to that which exists in 
our territories. ‘They were then to exercise the 
rights of freemen by electing their own representa- 
tives to the ‘Territorial Legislature. The war has 
been prosecuted throughout for the purpose of se- 
curing New Mexico and California. ‘There has 
not been a moment since its commencement when 
the Administration would have concluded a peace 
on any other terms. It was for this that General 
Taylor was ordered to advance beyond the Rio 
Grande after he had scattered the Mexican army 
in hopeless confusion, and to range his victorious 
troops along the Sierra Madre. The President at 
one time disclaimed any such purpose; but in his 
last annual message he employs no equivocal lan- 
guage. Referring to his former declaration respect- 
ing the war, he says: 

“In my annual message to Congress of December last, I 
declared that the war has not been waged with a view to 
conquest, but having been commenced by Mexico, it has 
been carried into the enemy's country, and will be vigorously 
prosecuted there with a view to obtain an honorable peace, 
and thereby secure ample indemnity for the expenses of the 
war, as well as to our much-injured citizens who hold large 
pecuniary demands against Mexico. . ° * * 
It has never been contemplated by me as an object of the 
war to make a permanent conquest ofthe Republic of Mexico, 
or to anniliilate her separate existence as an independent na- 
tion.”” 

This disclaimer now, it will be observed, is as to 
the Republic of Mexico, and is not applied to the 
coveted provinces. On the lantuesce boldly dis- 
closes his purpose to hold them in right of con- 
quest: 

“In the mean time, as Mexico refuses all indemnity, we 


| ted States of New Mexico and Upper California 


_army to intimidate the Government with which he 
| was treating. 
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jurisdiction and laws of the United States at once, | 


_ Mexico and Upper California will be added to our 


_could hardly be more full of exultation. 


should adopt measures to indemnify ourselves by appropria- | 
ting perinanently a portion of her territory. Early after the | 
commencement of the war, New Mexico and the Californias 
were taken possession of by our forces. Our military and 
naval commanders were ordered to conquer and hold them, 
subject to be disposed of by a treaty of peace. ‘These provin- 
ces are now in our undisputed oceupation, and have been 
80 for many months, all resistance onthe part of Mexico hav- | 
ing ceased within their limits. | am satisfied that they should | 
never be surrendered to Mexico.” 


He advises Congress to extend over them the 


and insists that we ought not to wait for a treaty 
of peace, but consider them at once as constituent | 
parts of our country. The President is, in some 
respects, a bold man; for, in his annual message, | 
upon which I am remarking, he asserts that Con- | 
GRESS contemplated the acquisition of territorial | 
indemnity when that body made provision for the | 
prosecution of the war. In seeking indemnity he | 
insists that the acquisition of territory was inev- | 
itable. It is impossible, sir, to observe the course | 
of this Administration without perceiving that 
their object, from the first moment when they be- 
gan to deal with the Mexican question, was the | 
acquisition of the northern provinces of Mexico. | 
These were to be torn from the Central Govern- 
ment, and held asthe spoils of war. This is the 
meaning of indemnity for the past and security for 
the future—a phrase used as early as June 1846, 
in a proclamation sent out to General Taylor. 

It requires no publication of secret instructions 
to demonstrate this. The President informs us, 
in his last annual message, that the commissioner 
sent out to negotiate a treaty of peace was autho- 
rized toagree to the establishment of the Rio Grande 
as the boundary, from its entrance into the Gulf | 
to its intersection with the southern boundary of | 
New Mexico, in north latitude about thirty-two 
degrees, and to obtain a cession to the United | 
States of the provinces of New Mexico and the 
Californias, and the privilege of the right of wa 
across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. The bani 
ary of the Rio Grande and the cession to the Uni- | 


- a — 


constituted an ultimatum which our commissioner 
was under no circumstances to yield. 

No one who thus traces the course of the Ad- 
ministration, can be at any loss to account for the 
order which sent the American army to take a 
position on the Rio Grande. The country bor- 
dering on that stream was to be acquired; New | 
Mexico and California were to be secured; this | 
was an ultimatum to be yielded under no circum- | 
stances; it was intended to be accomplished from 
the beginning, and the Administration thought it a 
masterly policy to help the commissioner who was 
sent to negotiate for this territory by marching an 


This object, so steadily kept in view by the 
Administration is about to be accomplished. If 
the treaty which has gone out to the Mexican 
Government should be ratified, the Rio Grande 
becomes the western boundary of Texas, and New 


territorial possessions; at least we get all New | 

Mexico and so much of California as lies north of | 

the river Gila and a line drawn from its intersec- | 

tion with the Colorado, to a point on the Pacific 

Ocean south of San Diego. if we had acquired the 

fabled garden of the Hesperides, the President 

It is 
worth while to inquire for a moment what this 
territory is worth. The strip of country which 
fringes the Rio Grande cannot be very valuable. 

} ‘The population is said to be sparse and the crops 
are uncertain. 

_ New Mexico is described as a region wholly 
unsuited to an agricultural population. Lofty and 
rugged mountains, narrow and poor valleys, make | 
up its great features, while an absence of water 
and of wood complete its uninviting aspect. A 
large portion is said to be made up “of rocks, 
sands, and desert wastes.”’ It sustains a scattered 
and miserable population. Let us, however, take 
its value as estimated by the Secretary of State, 
who is understood to have authorized Mr. Slidell 
to offer for it five millions of dollars. 

The most intelligent travellers who have visited 
Upper California agree in describing it as a coun- 
try wholly destitute of attractions for a people like 
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ourown. A very large proportion of the country 
is represented as unfit for cultivation, and inéapable 
of supporting any dense population. Those parts 
of it which are susceptible of agriculture must be 
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subjected to it by irrigation. It has none of the 
resources which invite or encourage comms Se 
The most valuable acquisition is the bay of — 
Francisco; this will, it is to be hoped, give ‘ “3 
creased security to our Pacific commerce. lem 
not disposed to depreciate its value, nor will I 
troduce statements respecting it which might have 
this effect. Let us take Mr. Buchanan’s estimate 
of the value of Upper California, embracing th» 
bay of San Francisco, which is understood i. be 
fifteen millions of dollars; while, for an extension 
of this line on the Pacific so as to take in Monte. 
rey, the Administration authorized an offer of fiye 
mullions ‘more. 

Of what possible advantage can this extension of 
our territorial possessions be to us? The bay of 
San Francisco, as I have already said, is important 
to us ina commercial view; and the barren regions 
of New Mexico and Upper California will form 
boundary over which it is to be hoped our spread- 
ing population will not be inclined to pass. But 
what do we pay for it?) Upwards of twenty mil- 
lions of dollars in cash, besides the whole expenses 
of the war, which will probably swell the amount 
to one hundred and fifty millions. Compare this 
with the amount paid by us for Louisiana. We 
gave for the rich and extensive territory included 
under that name eighty millions of francs—about 
fifteen milltons of dollars. It was essential to us: 
it completed the compactness of our territorial pos- 
sessions; it gave us the command of the entrance 
of the Mississippi, and, overlooking every other 
feature, its importance may be estimated by a sin- 
gle glance at New Orleans. There is a great city, 
rapidly growing in population and wealth; a mag- 
nificent emporium of commerce, receiving the pro- 
ductions of a continent, and sending them out 
through all the earth. Set down the cost of that 
immense and fertile territory by the side of that 
which we are to pay for our new acquisition, and 
you will be prepared to estimate the advantage 
which the policy of this Administration has con- 
ferred upon the country. 

But there is another element of cost in the acqui- 
sition of this new territory which must not be 
forgotten. Louisiana was acquired by negotiation; 
it was a, in peace; it came to us a purchase. 
But, in addition to the enormous outlay of money 
to which we are subjected by the policy of the 
Administration in acquiring our new territorial 

ossessions, we yield up twenty-five thousand 
1uman lives. The treaty which secures to us this 
territory is stained with blood. There is, too, yet 
another sacrifice which we make in securing these 
coveted provinces; a sacrifice of the most costly 
kind—I mean the loss of national character. With 
our ample resources, we shall soon replenish our 
empty treasury, and our vigorous population will 
hardly feel the check given to it by the loss of 
twenty-five thousand of our people; but when will 
the character of the nation recover from the wound 
which it has received? What art can relieve the 
national escutcheon from ‘‘the spots’’“which stain 
it? We have just received from the other side of 
the Atlantic the tidings of a convulsion which has 
overturned a throne; an enthusiastic people, our 
former allies, long accustomed to admire our in- 
stitutions, have established a republic. Ourexample 
has been felt throughout the world; the high career 
which we have heretofore pursued, the glorious 
example of regulated liberty which we have exhib- 
ited, the magnanimity which has marked our in- 
tercourse with other nations—all this has awakened 
throughout the world the noblest hopes. But we 
now turn from this high career; we carry our eagles 
in triumph over a neighboring and feeble people, 
and we wrest from them provinces which they are 
reluctant to surrender. The example is a fatal 
one, and its influence upon the world must be dis- 
astrous. Say what we may, this is a conquest; 
the Mexican Government is driven from place to 
place, hunted down, overthrown, and then a bas- 
tard treaty is negotiated, which is helped forward 
by the bayonet and the purse, bribery being called 
in to accomplish what force could not effect. 
Against this mode of acquiring territory, I solemn- 
ly protest. I do not object to the extension of out 
institutions, nor am I troubled with those appre- 
hensions which seem to haunt the minds of some 
gentlemen in regard to this subject. There 

winciple belonging to our system of confederat 
Diates which will bear expansion—it can grasp & 
Steam and the telegraph have so 1 
that the 


continent. raph 
creased the means of communication, 
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eemotest points of our wide land are brought into 
‘ye relations of neighhorhood. But let this growth 
four institutions be spontaneous and gradual, and 
ot neighboring provinces seek to come within the 
‘veltering sanctity of our Government. 


ane: 


is almost ready to borrow Macauley’s description 
of the reign of Charles I1.: ** Those are days which 
can never be recalled without a blush—days of | 
dwarfish talents and gigantic vices.”’ 
os Let us turn from the past, and look to the future. 
“This, then, is the achievement of the Adminis- |The party opposed to the Administration will prob- | 
tration: UPON this acquisition of territory it rests its | ably come into power. We certainly shall, if we | 
me. What other public benefit can it claim to | do not throw away our advantages. ‘The time has 
;ave conferred upon the country? Has it done | come whena very large proportion of the people | 
wnything towards developing the resources of the || of the United States desire to see one elevated to | 
yaion? Has it done anything for the commerce, | the Presidency who holds himself uncommitted to 
he agriculture, or the industry of our people? To | mere party measures, and looks out upon a hori- | 
what single monument of its wisdom, its energy, zon wide enough to embrace his whole country. 
or its enterprise can it point? No improvements || The country has suffered from the fierce collision | 
have grown up under its hand; it has brought upon | of parties, and its great interests are passed upon 
tlie people the demoralizing influence of war; and | by irresponsible bodies calling themselves conven- | 
it has entailed upon the country an immense pub- | tions, which sketch not only the plan of a political | 
‘ic debt. Suppose it had pursued a career of peace, | 
how much greater would be our prosperity at the || govern an Administration. 
oresent moment. ‘The vast sums expended in war 
would have been saved, we should have been free 
from debt, and the very territory which we are 
about to acquire at so great an expenditure of mo- 
yey, and life, and character, might have been pur- 
chased for an inconsiderable sum. 

{am not insensible to the military glory which 
our arms have won in the late war with Mexico. 
The brilliant achievements of our armies will com- 


country with courage enough to refuse to lend him- 
self to the advancement of mere party schemes, 
and who, following the great example of Wash- 
ington, will administer the Government for the 
good of the people of the whole country. We 
have always denounced a President who could 
|, never forget that he belonged to a party, or rise to 
L the enlarged patriotism which ought to characterize 
pare well with those of any age or any nation. | the Chief Magistrate of the United States; and yet 
The blended courage and skill of our officers, and || some object to the noble position which General 
ihe indomitable ardor of our troops, have illustra- || Taylor takes, when he refuses to practise the sup- 
ied the American name. But how was this glory || ple subserviency of a partisan. i regard that po- 
earned? Not by the Administration, but in spite |, sition with unqualified admiration. He does not 
if the Administration; as Colonel Barré declared || deny his identity with the Whig party. He de- 


of the American colonies in the great struggle for || clares his unwillingness to conceal that fact from | 
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campaign, but lay down the principles which shall || 


I rejoice that one man has been found in the || 
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eye 


Mr. HALE moved that the petition be received, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DOWNS moved that the motion to receive 
the petition be laid upon the table; which was 
agreed to. 


Mr. HALE presented a petition from citizens 
of Mentz, New York, praying an inquiry into the 
constitutionality of slavery, and the propriety of 
extending the writ of habeas corpus to every in- 
habitant of the United States. He thought that 
this petition did not come within the practice of 
the Senate in regard to abolition petitions, as it did 
not ask for the abolition of slavery. He thought 
it dye to the petitioners that the subject should re- 


|| ceive the consideration of a committee, and a report 


be made which would enlighten them on the sub- 
ject. 

Mr. TURNEY moved that the motion to receive 
' be laid on the table. 
Mr. HALE demanded the yeas and nays, which 
_ were ordered; and it was decided in the affirma- 
| tive, as follows : 
YEAS—Messrs. Alten, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Breese, 
| Butler, Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Day- 
| ton, Downs, Douglas, Hannegan, Hunter, Johnson of Geor- 
| gia, Lewis, Mangum, Moor, Niles, Rusk, Turney, Wescott, 
, and Yulee—23. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Hale, 
| Miller, Phelps, Underwood, and Upham—7. 

Mr. PHELPS presented a memorial from citi- 
| zens of the United States, praying the purchase cf 
_Mount Vernon by the Government; which was 
| laid upon the table. 


WRECKS OF VESSELS. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, submitted the 





independence, when it was said that they had been || the American people. He frankly avows his de- 
planted and nourished by the care of the mother || sire to see some of the eminent men of that party 
country: ** They planted by your care! They have || elected to the Presidency; but he refuses, with 
grown and prospered in _ of your care.’ | true dignity, to allow others to extort from him 
The fostering hand of this Administration might || pledges, or to undertake to carry out any set of 
well have crushed an army of less vigorous mate- || measures which others may wish to impose on 
rials. ‘The officers in command have been watched || him. To borrow his own language, he asks no 
with a jealousy which lost no occasion to exhibit favor, and shrinks from no responsibility. He 
itself. ‘The army under General Taylor, after the || does not court popular favor. He remains in the 
splendid victories of Palo Alto and Resaca de la || quiet discharge of his duties, and leaves the people 
Palma, overcoming every obstacle, making up with | to decide as they may think best, whether he shall 
their own energies for the want of the means of || be called to administer the Government, or left in 
transportation, marched against Monterey, a wall- || the station which he now fills, and which he has 
ed city of immense strength, defended by a much | rendered so illustrious. 
greater force than that which attacked it—assaulted || Such a course presents a broad contrast to that 
nd carried it—and their victorious leader was re- || which is sometimes pursued by aspirants to the 
warded by the censure of an Administration which, || Presidency, who traverse sea and land to make 
overlooking all the glory of such exploits, hasten- ||. proselytes, and bid for the purple by committing 
ed to condemn an act which secured complete pos- || themselves to the favorite schemes of different 
session of the place; an act which was characterized || latitudes. 
vy a wisdom and humanity hardly less admirable || Such ambition sometimes overleaps itself. The 
than the courage and firmness of the illustrious || support which the popular sentiment of the coun- 
captain who performed it. Deprived of his regular || try gives to General Taylor’s noble position is a 
troops, he was left in an advanced and exposed po- || cheering indication. It is full of promise for the 
sition; when, with a little army made up almost || future, and reminds us of earlier and better days. 
wholly of volunteers, he received the shock of bat- || I believe that the people will bear him triumph- 
tle from a Mexican army twenty thousand strong, || antly into the Presidency. He will administer the 
ed by Santa Anna in person, and repulsed them. || Government with a strict regard to the Consti- 
How much of the glory of Buena Vista is due to || tution; he will call into his cabinet the ablest of 
the Administration f his political friends; he will arrest the demoralizing 
_Another distinguished officer, of splendid abili- || practice of expelling good men from the subordi- 
ties, Invested and took Vera Cruz and the castle of || nate offices to put ultra partisans in their place; 
San Juan de Ulua, exhibiting the highest military || and will return to the better rule of inquiring as to 
skill; pressing on to Cerro Gordo, he won a bil applicants, ‘*Is he honest? Is he capable?”? He 
vant victory; and the Government, busy with its will restore the great principles which belonged to 
lostering care, objected to the disposition which he | the early republican Administrations, and will 
made of his prisoners. || guide the country into a high career of prosperity 





Advancing upon the capital, meeting and over- | 
coming obstacles in his march, which remind us | 


| and glory. 
o ° . . | 
of the exploits of Cortes, he carries with a small | 

| 

} 


Mr. H. having concluded— 


( i i The committee rose, and the House adjourned. 
army the city of Mexico, and while the world is ma _—_—— 


ene with the fame of those achievements, 
Scott is removed from the command of an arm 
which he had led through these successive ne Tuvrspay, March 30, 1848. 

ries, and called to appear before a court of inquiry. || Mr. DIX presented the petition of Hall J. Kelly, 
_ But, sir, this Administration is passing away, || asking a grant of land in Oregon, for services ren- 
3 days are rapidly drawing to a close. Let it go; 1 
it has lost the opportunity of doing good, and | || that count 
fear has done great mischief. A young French- || 9" Public 
| 
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; which was referred to the Committee 
ands. 

man called on Louis XIV. when that monarch had | 
reached an advanced age, and asked him to confer | Maine, praying a speedy termination of the war 
an appointment on him. The monarch exclaimed || with Mexico, and the abolition of slavery in the 
impatiently: ** You shall never have it while I live.’’ || District of Columbia; the motion to receive which 

Very well, sir, (replied the young gentleman,) I || was laid upon the table. 
can afford to wait.” || Also, a petition of citizens of Erie county, New 


lhe country is young and vigorous, and will | York, expressing their belief that slavery never 


outlive a bad Administration; it can afford to wait: || had any constitutional existence, and praying the 


but the Administration leaves us a most unenvia- 1 adoption of measures for its abolition throughout 
t 


ble heritage in its history. In speaking of it, one || the United States. 


dered in exploring and developing the resources of 


Mr. HALE presented a petition of citizens of 


following resolution, which was considered by 
unanimous consent and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to communicate to the Senate such information as he may 
possess, or may be able to collect, in regard to wrecks of 
vessels belonging to the United States during the year which 
will end the 30th June next, designating the places where 

such wrecks occurred, the time when, and all other circum- 
| stances attending the same which he may deem useful. 


| PRIVATE BILLS. 
| Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, submitted a report, accompanied b 
a bill for the relief of Henry Fredien and other citi- 
| zens of Louisiana. The bill was read and passed 
to the second reading, and the report ordered to be 
printed. 
Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to whom was referred the bill from the 
| House of Representatives for the relief of the legal 
representatives of William McKenzie, late a sea- 
man on board the United States ship Vincennes, 
| reported it without amendment. 


| Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 

to whom was referred the bill from the House of 
| Representatives for the relief of Elijah H. Willis, 
_ reported it without amendment. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FRENCH. 
| The following joint resolution coming up in its 
| order, it was sae a second time: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
| United States of America in Congress assembled, That, in the 
| name and behalf of the American people, the congratula- 
| tions of Congress are hereby tendered to the people of France 
| upon their suecess in their recent efforts to consolidate 
| liberty, by imbodying its principles in a republican form of 
| government. . 
|” Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and 
| he is hereby, requested to transmit this resolution to the 
| American minister at Paris, with instructions to present it to 
} the French Government. 

Mr. BALDWIN then moved that the resolution 

be referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Mr. ALLEN. I have no very great feeling on 

the subject of this particular motion. I do not 
know, sir, that it will make a great deal of differ- 

| ence whether this resolution be referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations or retained by 
| the Senave and made the special order of the day 
| for a day in future. I cannot anticipate, sir, what 
may or may not be the opionion of the members 

| who compose that committee with regard to this 
| resolution. I will, however, presume to say, that 
whatever the opinion of the committee may be, I 

_ doubt not they will afford the Senate an opportu- 
“nity, by a report on the subject, to express its 
opinion upon the resolution itself or the principles 

, emb in it. But, sir, it does not seem to me 
to be one of those propositions which require the 

_ intervention of a committee previous to the action 
| of the Senate upon them. It is ,an isolated prop- 
| Osition—without detail—without complexity— 
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which is presented to the mind of every Senator, 
and it is therefore of a character which, it would 
seem to me, must render it totally unnecessary that 
it should be referred to a standing or even a select 
committee. Near the beginning of this session, 
sir, a resolution was submitted by the honorable 
Senator from South Carolina [Mr. Catnoun] in 
relation to what ought or ought not to be the policy 
of the Government of the United States with regard 
to Mexico. That resolution looked toa pending 
state of things, and was in its very nature a com- 
plex proposition. It was so much so, and so im- 
mediately connected with the action of our Govern- 
ment, that | thought—with great deference to the 
better opinion of others, however—that it would be 
most wise, most circumspect, in every Way most 
judicious, that a resolution of that import—in full 
view of the actual relations which this country 
bore to Mexico, at the moment the resoluuon was 
introduced—should be referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. But the honorable mover 
of the resolution deemed it totally unnecessary that 
any such reference should be made, and seemed to 
consider the motion to refer as a motion hostile to 
the resolution, and as an indirect attempt to evade 
the consideration of it by the Senate. He therefore 
opposed the reference, and opposed it with reasons 
so good, in the judgment of a majority of the Sen- 
ate, that his opposition prevailed, and the reference 
was not made according to the motion. 

The proposition which L have submitted is a 
simple, isolated proposition; it presents a solitary 
question to the minds of the Senate, unembarrassed 
and unelaborated by any details; a question on 
which no committee can enlighten the Senate other- 
wise than by making a report and presenting an 
argument for or against the specific proposition 
contained in the resolution. I therefore trust that 
this reference will not be made, but that the Sen- 
ate will retain possession of the resolution, and fix 
a day on which it will take it up for consideration, 
and dispose of it in the usual form by a formal 
vote of the body. Still, sir, I shall not only do 
that which I am obliged to do—acquiesce in the 
judgment of the Senate upon the subject—but I 
shall do it without any further complaint of that 
judgment, than that such a course may look like an 
unwillingness on the part of the body to meet this 
question upon the responsibility of its members. I 
shall not occupy the ume of the Senate any longer. 
Should it be the judgment of the Senate that the 
resolution be referred, I trust that the committee 
to which it is so referred will report it back in such 
a form as to give the Senate the command of the 
question, and not withhold it too long, to enable 
us to fix a day for its final consideration. 

1 am not going into a discussion of the question 
presented in this resolution now. If I were ever 
so much desirous of doing so, and the Senate ever 
so much desirous of granting me the honor of its 
attention, still the cold which | have would prevent 
me from doing so at present; but I will state, that 
if any member of this body supposes that this res- 
olution originated inconsiderately, without a jast 
appreciation, as far as my mind could appreciate 
such an important object, without a just apprecia- 


tion of the effect of its passage, those who enter- | 


tain this supposition are much mistaken. 1 duly 
considered this matter in all its forms and aspects; 
and never in my whole life have 1 embraced any 
proposition with a more thorough approbation of 
my heart and my mind, than that which I have 
submitted in the form of this resolution. I think, 
sir, that | know what I am about; I think that, 
when | undertake to submit a resolution to ex- 
press, through the instrumentality of the two 
ee of Congress, the approval of the Ameri- 
can people of this great movement in Europe, I 
know what lam about. But, sir, as I said before, 
1 will not go into this matter now; but I hope to 
have an opportunity of going into it in all its 
depths, even to its deepest foundations. It was 
remerked by a distinguished member of this body 
not long since, that we, now-a-days, hear but little 
said upon the great elementary truths of public lib- 
erty; that the subject seemed to be forgotten. 
Here, sir, is an occasion for reviving and review- 
ing the elementary principles of public liberty; and 
I desire, for one, to contribute my humble efforts 
to remedy this evil of which we have herd so 
much complaint—that in our discussions here the 
public mind has seldom been directed to the great 
question of liberty—that we were distracted with 
ideas of conquest, aud had lost sight of ideas of 


liberty. When this discussion shall come up, I | 


| done something which deserves the congratula- 





desire to go into this rich subject, and to remedy 
that defect in our discussions which we have heard | 
of not long since in this Senate. And I shall hope | 
to have the aid, or rathing something more than 
the aid, of much abler men than myself upon this 
floor; for I will not presume that any man, affect- 
ing to represent the American people, would be 
unwilling to say on their behalf that they congrat- | 
ulate the French people upon the establishment of 
the liberties of France. | will anticipate no such 
result. I shall not ask the yeas and nays upon 
the motior to refer; but I will hope that the Senate 
will not refer this resolution to a committee. 

Mr. HALE. I wish, sir, to offer an amend- 
ment, and I beg to say a few words in reference to 
it. When we were counselled by the President of 
the United States to establish a mission to Rome 
on account of the occurrence of * recent political 
events,’* there was a good deal of discussion as to 
what the Pope had done. An honorable Senator 
from Mississippi [Mr. Foore] thought that the 


Pope had done a great deal, whilst, on the other | 


hand, an honorable Senator from North Carolina 
[Mr. Bapcer] thought that his Holiness had as 
yet accomplished very little. In the case now be- 
fore us, I think it must be admitted that something 
has been done. ‘The French revolution has not 
been altogether fruitless. It presents something 
tangible. I propose, sir, that our resolutions of 
congratulation should have some meaning, and, 
therefore, submit the following amendment to the 
resolutions of the Senator from Ohio: 


Add in the 8th line, after the word government, these 
words: 


** And manifesting the sincerity of their purpose by insti- 
tuting measures for the immediate emancipation of the slaves 
of all the colonies of the republic.”’ 


When we send such a resolution as that, sir, the 
French people will be informed of the object of 
our sympathy. It will assure them that in our 
judgment they have indeed done something tangi- 
ble in the cause of liberty and humanity, on ac- 
count of which the heart of the American people 
is filled with joy and gladness. The French peo- 
ple have not made a mere empty declaration of 
their attachment to the cause of liberty. They 
have not declared the people free, and yet retained 
their fellow-creatures in bondage. They have thus 


tions of the whole world. I move that the amend- 
ment be printed for the use of the Senate, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

Mr. DOWNS. I do not perceive any necessity 
for the reference of the aiadiens and as it is ob- 
vious that there must be some debate, I think that 
the better course will be to fix a day for its con- 
sideration. 

Mr. HALE. For myself, I should prefer the 
course indicated by the Senator from Louisiana, 
but I made the moticn to refer in order to meet the 
views of my friend from Connecticut, [Mr. Baup- 
WIN. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I do not perceive the slight- 
est necessity for referring this resolution to the 
committee, and on that point I entirely concur 
with the views of the mover of it. ‘The resolution 
is simple; it requires no examination of details, 
and the Senate is just as competent to form an 
— of its merits as any committee can possi- 
bly be. 

{ do not intend to enter at present into the great 
question presented in the resolution. ‘To act upon 
it now, would, in my judgment, be premature. 
The people of France have done much. They 
have made a mighty revolution. They have over- 
thrown an old and powerful monarchy, and de- 
creed the establishment of a republic. All this 
they have accomplished in a very short period, 
and without any extraordinary bloodshed or con- 
fusion. It is indeed calculated to excite our won- 
der, and, so far as the aim of the French people 
extends, our livelysympathy. But the time has not 
yet arrived for congratulation. Much remains to 
be done. The real work to be performed is yet 
before them. They have decreed a republic, but 
it remains for them to establish arepublic. If the 
French people shall succeed in that—if they shall 
prove themselves to be as wise in constructing a 
proper constitution, as they have proved them- 
selves to be skillful in demolishing the old form of 
government—if they shall really forma constitution 
which shall on one hand guard against violence 


‘and anarchy, and on the other against oppression 





t 
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| gratulations, not only of this country, 


| ernment will she find herself? 


March 30 


of the people, they will have achieved 


m ; ’ indeed 
great work. They will then be entitled 9 


to the con. 
but of the 
what then? 
portant tn. 


If France fail, under what form of eoy. 


l Suppose it will 


whole civilized world. But if they fail, 
What then? Can there be a more im 
quiry? 


| be out of the question to go back to a constitutional 





monarchy. ‘The Bourbon family in all its branches 
is, | take it, now odious to the French people. They 
will hardly think of reinstating the old imperial 
dynasty of Napoleon. An aristocracy they cay. 
not think of ; and what then must be the result, if 
they fail to establish a republic? If it come to 
contests within, or wars without—if it shall be 
necessary to resort to force, to repress internal dis- 


| cord, or overcome foreign assailants—quite a pos- 


sible case—France may find herself in the embrace 
of a military despotigm. Such a result would fur- 
nish no ground for congratulation either on our 
part, or that of the civilized world. 

This is, indeed, a mighty movement. It is preg. 
nant with mighty consequences. Whether the 
result shall prove to be a blessing or a curse to 
France and the world, depends upon what is com- 
ing, rather than upon what has been already done. 
A revolution in itself is not a blessing. The rey- 
olution accomplished by the French people is in- 
deed a wonderful event—the most striking, in my 


/opinion, in history; but it may lead to evenis 


| which will make it a mighty evil. 


2 It is therefore 
premature to offer our congratulations merely upon 
a revolution. We must look to the consequences 
and the end. We must await the termination of 
the movement. I wish well to France—sincerely 


' do I wish her well! There is no man that breathes 





| cedure. 











who has a deeper or more profound love of consti- 
tutional government than I have—not one. Butl 
have never known a period when there was so 
great a necessity for wise, deliberate, cautious pro- 
Great events are before us. There lives 
not the man who can say what another year may 


| bring forth. 


I offer no opinion as to the success or failure of 
the French people in this effort. I see tremendous 
difficulties in the way of success—difficulties re- 
sulting from the social condition of France, and 
the composition of her people. I see, on the other 
hand, a good deal of encouragement. The suc- 
cess of the French people will, in my opinion, de- 
pend, at least in a very high degree, upon the fact 
whether she can prevent war—that again depend- 
ing upon two circumstances: one, whether she 
may have the self-control to abstain from improper 
interference with surrounding countries; the other, 
whether they may have the moderation and good 
sense to abstain from assailing France. Thus far 
the leading Power of Europe has certainly dis- 
covered great good sense and foresight. Great 
Britain has done as she ought to have done; and I 
trust that every other Power in Europe will stand 
and look on; giving France a fair opportunity to 
consummate the great work in which she has en- 
gaged. It is due to France, to the civilized world, 
and to themselves, that European Powers should 
observe strict non-interference. If she succeed, it 
will be an admonition to all Europe, that the time 
has arrived when they must agree to yield to lib- 
erty in a constitutional and stable form. Thrones 
will fade away, and freedom and republican insti- 
tutions become the order of the day. If, on the 
contrary, standing aloof and avoiding all contest, 
France shall fail in this great undertaking, after a 
fair trial, without the interference of other Powers, 
it wili do more to put down liberty under a repub- 
lican form of government, than any other event 
which could occur. 

Now, I think that it is due all round, that there 
shall be a fair trial. The first step to that, in my 
opinion, consists in quiet looking on, and as little 
interference as possible. To France, the people 
everywhere will extend their aympetsy but I do 
contend that the governments themselves ought to 


_be prudent and abstemious in the expression of 


their sentiments. If we, as a Government, extend 
our congratulations in this formal and solemn man- 
ner, others may take the opposite and denunciatory 
course, and between the two, that result will be 
produced which must poem | overthrow the 
revolution—an appeal to arms. That is one reason 


why this Government, looking to the interests of 


France alone, and with the kindest feeling, ought 
to be cautious and abstemious in making a move: 
My opinion, then, is, that the wisest course W 
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1848. 
be to lay this resolution on the table, expressly on 
he ground that it is premature. The circumstan- 
ves by Which we ought to be regulated in express- 
~ or withholding our congratulations, have not 
vet presented themselves. When these circum- 
vances do occur, the time for taking up the sub- 
‘ect will have arrived. We know that a national 
“ pvention, called by the provisional government, 
tq assemble about the middle of the next month. 
Mr. BENTON, (in his seat.) It will meet on 
the 20th of next month, . 

Mr. CALHOUN. Let us await that important 
pyent. Let us await the action of the convention. 
That will be wise and prudent. Let us not act 


18 


THE 


as the result of the deliberations of that body will | 
reach us before we adjourn, we ought to await | 
the event, before, as a Government, we give ex- | 
pression to our opinions. Inthe mean time, it will | 
be quite becoming in any of us, as citizens, to 
tender our congratulations to the French people in 
this movement. Entertaining these views, and as | 
there is no prospect that we shall obtain the result 
of the labors of the French convention on or before 
the day named by the Senator from Ohio, I move 


| to postpone the consideration of the resolution till | 


Ohio has consented to the postponement of his 


with precipitation. I move, then, to lay the resolu- | 


yon on the table. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I ask for the yeas and 


"\ UNDERWOOD. Will the gentleman from | 
South Carolina withdraw his motion for a moment | 
shat | may make a single remark? 

Mr. CALHOUN. 


| 

The call for the yeas and nays being seconded, | 
they were ordered, and were taken with the follow- | 
ing result: | 


YEAS—Messrs. Bagby, Baldwin, Benton, Berrien, Butler, | 
Calhoun, Davis of Mississippi, Dayton, Hunter, Manguin, 
Miller, Phelps, Upham, and Yulee—14. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Brad- 
bury, Breese, Cass, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis of Massa- 
ehusetts, Dickinson, Dix, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Foote, | 
Hale, Hannegan, Houston, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson 
of Georgia, Lewis, Moor, Niles, Rusk, Spruance, ‘l'urney, | 
Underwood, and Westcott—29. 


So the motion to lay the resolution on the table 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. ALLEN. On a great question like this, I 
would not be guilty of the petty trickery of trying | 
to force a vote of the Senate, under the impulse of 
a great feeling recently excited by so great an 
event. I do not desire the thoughtless, unreason- 
able judgment of the Senate, if this body can be 
supposed to be capable of such a judgment upon 
such a proposition as this. I seek the deliberate 
judgment of the Senate, in full view of all the facts 
upon which that judgment is to be founded; and in 
order that there may be time for that judgment to 
be made up, I move that the resolution be made 
the special order of the day for the first Monday | 
in May. 

Mr. BALDWIN. There isa motion to refer 
now pending. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion is 
to postpone till the first Monday in May. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland. 
that the motion was to make the resolution the | 
special order for that day. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Does not the motion to | 
refer take precedence ? | 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to 
postpone is first in order. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I concur entirely with | 
the remarks made by the Senator from South Caro- 
ina; but I voted against his motion to lay the 
resolution upon the table, because I conceive it 
placed me in a false position. If we had laid the 
resolution upon the table, it would have been an 
act from which inferences might have been drawn 
unfavorable to those who so voted, in reference to 
their sympathy with the great movement which 
has been made by the people of France, and I am 
free to admit that my heart is with them in every | 
step which they have taken. I have rejoiced in 
‘very movement which the French people have 
made, from time to time, with the view to the es- 
ablishment of a republic. But although these 
have been my feelings, and now are my feelings, 





by the fact, that in all their former efforts they have 
signally failed. That signal failure, heretofore, 
admonishes me of the propriety of observing that 
Prudence and caution recommended by the Senator 
from South Carolina. I think with’ him, that it 
'S wise to await the result of this great movement. 
France succeed, her example will be followed, 
doubt not, by more than the half of Europe. If 


she fail, not only may the chains of monarchy be | 
riveted more closely in Europe, but her failure | 


may seriously affect the safety of republican insti- 
tutions throughout the world. 
Now, what ought to be done? It seems to me, 


1 cannot withdraw the mo- |' 


I understand || 


the first Monday in June. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I regret that the Senator from | 


resolution till the first Monday in May. In my 


| Opinion, the events which have’/already transpired | 


fully justify us in expressing our sympathies with | 


| the French people, and that there is no good rea- | 


| then for a series of years. 





| 
| 





| 


| 





&S we are notified through the press that the elec- 
“tons in France will shortly take place, that the 
National Convention will soon assemble, and that 


| time. 


, BS, || pe 
strongly cherished, I am admonished to caution | 


son for deferring our congratulations till May. | 
The same argument which is now urged against | 
our action till May might then require the post- | 
ponement of the resolution until December, and | 
I do not suppose that | 
the people of France will be able to reduce their | 
system of government to perfection either by the | 
Ist of May or during the present year. The | 
change of an old form of government to a new one | 
—the organization of the various departments of | 
the Government—the putting of the whole ma- 
chinery into operation—the familiarizing of the | 
people to the new order of things—is the work of 


have made a glorious beginning. 


A revolution accomplished in three days, almost 


without bloodshed, by moral force, and with no | 
| other weapons than hymns of liberty and shouts | 


of ** Down with the King!” ‘* Down with the 
ministry!’? We have before us the first acts of 


the provisional government, and in my judgment | 


they present sufficient ground for hope and confi- 


dence that the Government will be able to carry | 
out what they have begun, with sobriety, wisdom, | 


and determination. In looking over the decrees 
issued by the provisional government from day to 
day, it appears to me that human wisdom could 


not have devised a more prudent course than they | 
They intend to effect a radical | 


have adopted. 
revolution. They design to make the new Gov- 
ernment republican in all its principles and forms; 
and they have commenced the work in a manner 
which discovers that the men engaged in it under- 
stand their business. Never—if we except the 
Continental Congress—has a body of men assem- | 
bled, which has discovered so much skill and wis- 
dom as has thus far characterized their proceed- 
ings. 

Why, then, I ask, should we defer our con- 
gratulations? What credit shall we reflect upon 
ourselves, or what support shall we render to 
France, if we withhold our sympathy and our con- 
gratulations until the struggle is over? Now is 
the time, when our sympathies are needed. Now 


is the time when we should extend all the encour- | 


agement and support which the expression of our 
feelings may afford. Now is the time when the 
people of France deserve our sympathy. Now is 
the time when our sympathy should be given. 
They would not thank us for it after the struggle 
is over and the great work is completed. We ol 
pose to make our sympathy dependent upon their 
success! I suppose if they fail we are to regard 
them as rebels, and that it is only in ihe event of 
their success that they are to be regarded as pa- 
triots! Our judgment with respect to the great 
movement in which France is engaged is to de- 
nd upon their success, and not upon the work 
itself! Ido not agree with the gentleman from 
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fact that the people of France have dethroned the 
King and peacefully decreed a republic—the fact 
that they have abolished all titles and orders of 
nobility—the fact that they have decreed universal 
suffrage to France—the fact that they have been 
enabled to act with such a spirit of moderation and 
wisdom as to combine all classes, parties, and fac- 
tions in France—the church, the army, the navy— 
in one bond of brotherhood, acting in concert and 
with unanimity in support of the common cause, 
inspires great confidence in the success of the 
movement, and I am unwilling to dampen that 
hope by the expression of any doubts here. The 
presentation of this resolution, and its postpone- 






























But ne have made a beginning. They | 
ylo o x. It is, indeed, a | 
| wonderful achievement, and forces our admiration. 


ment for the reason stated, that we doubted the 
success of the revolution, and that it was not yet 
safe or prudent to express our sympathy, will have 
the effect of casting a shade upon this movement. 
I have no fear of the alternative presented by the 
Senator from South Carolina, that the expression 
of our sympathy and congratulations may elicit 
counter-expressions from other Governments. If 
Russia, Prussia, and Austria wish to issue denun- 
ciatory declarations, Jet them doso. Are the peo- 
ple of France likely to be deterred by any decla- 
rations from such sources? Notatall. But they 
do feel deeply interested to know what republican 
America thinks of this movement, because the 
United States of America is the only republic upon 
earth, or the only one that deserves the same. All 
republicans throughout the world have their eyes 
fixed upon us. Here is their model. Our success 
is the foundation of all their hopes. Shall we, then, 
turn a deaf ear to the voice that comes to us from 
France? Shall we hold a silent tongue? Shall we 
hesitate? Shall we cast a damper on their hopes 
by expressing a doubt of their success ? 

I am opposed to withholding or deferring the 
expression of our sympathy and our confidence. I 
believe that it is important that we should act, and 
act now. The prompt action of our minister in 
Paris presents an additional reason for the im- 
mediate passage of the resolution. Our minister 
showed that he thought he was safe in acting in 
advance of express instructions from his Govern- 
ment, and that he was but expressing the senti- 
ments of the people and Government whom he 
represented in tendering his congratulations. I 
believe he did express the feelings and sentiments 
of the people of the United States, and [am unwil- 
ling, by the postponement of this resolution, to 
evince any doubt as to the propriety of his conduct. 
I make this remark not on his account, but in order 
to show the necessity of putting ourselves right. 
Why should we postpone the resolution till May? 
We cannot have learned by that time the action of 
the convention. Are we to await the action of 
that body? Surely not. Surely we are not to be 
restrained from rejoicing in what has been already 
done, till we see the work completed. 1 believe 
that the work is indeed begun, and that the end 
will be certain triumph, sooner or later, and I pray 
that it may be achieved in the shortest time. 

Mr. ALLEN. I fully concur in all that has 
been said by my friend from Illinois, as to the un- 
reasonableness of awaiting the action of the French 
convention. My desire is, that the resolution should 
be passed as speedily as possible. In naming the 
first Monday in May, my object was to meet, if 
possible, the convenience and wishes of others, 
some of whom desired a later day and some an 
earlier day. But it is impossible to fix a day agree- 
able to all; and, as I wish speedy action, I shall 
modify my motion so as to substitute for the first 
Monday in May the second Monday in April. 

Mr. HANNEGAN rose, and being recognized 
by the Presiding Officer, was about to address the 
Senate, when 





| 





| South Carolina, who says that if the people of | 


France fail, the failure will do more injury to the 
cause of liberty than any event which can — 
take place. If they fail now, you will find that 


|| another movement will be generated which = 
t| 
| may be that they may leap at a single bound from 


bring success with it. This is the first step. 
a monarcy to a repuvlic—from comparative des- 
potism ty freedom. It may be that it will require 
a slower, a more protracted process, interrupted 


| and embarrassed by difficulties, subjecting them to 


trials and sacrifices. The revolution may be the 
work of years. But whatever may be the process, 


slow or rapid, our sympathies are with France in | 
this glorious work, and the utterance of these sym- | 


pathies should be prompt, full, and cordial. ‘The 


} 


Mr. FOOTE, who kad also risen at the same 
moment, requested the Senator from Indiana to 
yield the floor for a very few moments. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. If I surrender the floor to 
my friend from Mississippi, the inevitable result 
must be, that I will be obliged to yield to every 
other gentleman who may desire it. It is evident 
that this debate, if it proceed, will occupy the whole 
day; and as there is Executive business which 
requires the action of the Senate, I shall be com- 
pelled to make the motion, with great reluctance, 
that the Senate now proceed to the consideration 
of Executive business. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Let the vote be taken on 
the postponement of the resolution. 

Mr. | HAN NEGAN. I am sorry that I cannot 
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consent that the debate should proceed, as it is 
obvious that it will be protracted. 

‘The motion being temporarily withdrawn, 

Mr. FOOTE rose and said: I would not, of 
course, im the circumstances, think of detaining 
the Senate by any extended remarks; but I do 
regret that the Senator from Indiana could not 
deem it consistent with his duty to yield the floor 
in order to afford me an opportunity of making a 
few observations on a subject so important, in 
every aspect, as that which has just occupied the 
attention of the Senate, particularly when other 
members, entertaining views adverse to those which 
he and I hold, had been heard at length. 1 wish 
it to be understood, that in my opinion, the public 
sentiment of this country on this subject 1s ma- 
tured. ‘The Senator from South Carolina, as I 
understand, desired a postponement of the resolu- 
ion till the public sentiment had been matured. 

Mr. CALHOUN,. Not at ail. I said that I 
desired a postponement of the resolution till we 
had an opportunity of judging whether the move- 
ment in France was a subject of congratulation or 
not, 

Mr. FOOTE. Well, sir, I think that the events 
which have already occurred fully justify all that 
is contemplated in the resolution. I believe that 
the American people have looked to this matter, 
and understand it perfectly. In my opinion, the 
enlightened instincts of this free people have al- 
ready settled the question, so far as the great body 
of the people could settle it. It would be impos- 


sible to find anywhere throughout this broad land | 


an assemblage of the people in which it would be 
at all necessary to awaken their interest or inform 
their understanding by any discussion of the rev- 
olution in France. The excellent remarks of the 
Senator from Illinois render it unnecessary to enter 
nto any argument against the postponement of our 
action on the resolution offered by the Senator 
from Ohio; nor would I have said a word on the 
subject, but for the fact that the organ of a large 
and respectable party, published in this city, has, 
in the most solemn and formal manner, expressed 
sentiments hostile to the movements in favor of 
freedom in France. That organ is supposed to 
represent the views and sentiments of a large body 
of American freemen, and having in this imposing 
manner uttered its denunciatory declaration, the 
impression is likely to be made on the French 
people that there are those in the United States 
who do not sympathize with them in their struggle 
for liberty. ln addition to that, a member of this 
Senate, whose reputation and influence are diffused 
throughout the world, has not hesitated to express 
his apprehension as to the result of the present 
movements in France. Indeed, the Senator from 
Kentucky has gone so far as to say that every 
effort hitherto made to establish freedom in France 
has been a “signal failure.’ From that opinion | 
dissent entirely, and at the proper ume I intend to 
be heard on the subject. I beg the Senator, then, 
to prepare himself for a friendly contest on that 
point. L am prepared to show that the march to 
freedom in France has been steadily onward during 
the last fifly years—that not a single retrograde 
movement has been made, so far as the progress 
of the great principles of liberty is concerned— 
and that, even under the imperial government, 
these great principles were continually in the ad- 
vance, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have no doubt that I 
did use the expression just alluded to by the Sen- 
ator, but it was too broad, and is liable to a con- 
struction which | would not attempt to sustain. = | 
did not intend to convey the idea that no advance 
had been made in France in regard to the princi- 
ples of liberty. On the contrary, Lam of course 
aware that great progress has been made in that 
respect, But my idea was, that all attempts to 
establish a republican form of government have 
heretofore been failures. 

Mr. FOOTE. Lam glad that an opportunity 
has been afforded the honorable Senator of explain- 
ing his language, which was certainly liable to 
serious misconstruction, both here and elsewhere. 
His explanation, given with characteristic manli- 
ness, is satisfactory to me, and must be so to all, 
1 am pleased to find that his sentiments and mine 
correspond so perfectly. 1 will not detain the 
Senate longer. I have risen only to say that | am 
prepared for action on the resolution. In my opin- 
ion, we should nat hesitate. To doubt,is to damn 
the cause of freedom in France. Our minister, in 
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the noble spirit which becomes an American free- | 
man, and with something of the moral sublime in |! 
action, presuming that the American people would 
not hesitate on such a question, has tendered, in our | 
name, his congratulations to the republicof France. 
Shall we now be laggard in this good cause? Let 
us emulate the conduct of Mr. Jefferson, who hail- 
ed the French revolutionists of a former day as 
brothers and patriots, at a time when all the Euro- 
pean Powers denounced them as rebels? I am pre- 
pared to sustain our minister, and deprecate the 
transmission of any intelligence which might indi- 
cate the slightest disagreement in this body on the 
great subject of the liberty of France. Of course 
[ will not now enter at all upon any discussion of 
the question. I rose simply to protest, in the most 
solemn manner, against the sentiments to which I 
have alluded, and to challenge, courteously, those 
who entertain them to courteous moral combat. 

Mr. HANNEGAN. There is a case of indi- 
vidual liberty now pressing us rather more closel 
than this question of public liberty, which we will 
have ample time to discuss, and I therefore renew 
my motion. 

Phe resolution was then passed over informally, 
and the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business. 

Ata late hour, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 31, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


The bill to extend to John J. Adam a patent for 
flattening cylinder window glass, which was report- 
ed to the House by the Committee of the Whole 
on Friday last, and which has since been lying 


| over, was taken up; and, 


On motion of Mr. STEPHENS, it was laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, 
the House resolved itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the private calendar, (Mr. Sranron, of 
Tennessee, in the chair.) 

The first bill taken up was a bill for the relief of 
Jacob Gideon, which, after some debate by Messrs. 
DANIEL, ROCKWELL of Connecticut, and 
GIDDLNGS, was amended, and laid aside to be 
reported to the House. 

The next bill taken up was for the relief of the 
securities of Elijah J. Weed, late quartermaster of 
marines, deceased; and, after some debate by 
Messrs. DANIEL, POLLOCK, GIDDINGS, 
McKAY, BOWLIN, CROWELL, THOMAS, 
and STEPH ENS— 

Mr. McKAY moved that the bill be laid aside 
to be reported to the House, with the recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass: Ayes 62, noes 44. 

A quorum not voting, the CHAIRMAN ordered 
the Clerk to call the roll, in compliance with the 
126th rule, in order that the names of the absentees 
might be reported to the House, to be entered on 
the Journal; which having been done— 

‘The committee rose and reported the bi!l for the 
relief of Jacob Gideon as amended, and that the 
committee, on the division of a question on the bill 
for the relief of the securities of Elijah J. Weed, 
&c., found itself without a quorum, and that the 
roll had been called. 

The SPEAKER, in compliance with the rule, 
ordered the names of the absentees to be entered 
on the Journal. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, moved a call of the 
House Lost: Ayes 37, noes 90. 

The House again resolved itself into committee, 
and the above motion of Mr. McKay was again 
put, and it was agreed to: Ayes 68, noes 54. 

‘The committee rose and reported the bill for the 
relief of the securities of Elijah J. Weed, late quar- 
termaster of marines, deceased, to the House, with 
the recommendation that it do not pass. 

The bill for the relief of Jacob Gideon was then 
taken up, the amendment of the Committee of the 


|| sented under the rule, and referred: 


| Lee county, L[ilinois, praying for a pension. 
| tion of George W. Andrews and others, praying for 
| route from Elizabeth to Freeport, in Hlinois, 
|| tition of A. 8S. Mitchell and others, praying for the sane 

| route. 


| Or, the sum of $1,682 51, expended by them in raising, ct), 


| Hampshire. 
| and 105 others, on the same subject. 
| strance of Jonn T. Gordon and 146 others, on the same sud- 





Whole concurred in, and the bill was read a third 
time and passed, and sent to the Senate for concur- 
rence, 

The next bill taxen up was the bill for the relief 
of the securities of Elijah J. Weed, late quarter- 
master of marines, deceased. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that it be 
laid on the table. It was decided by yeas and | 
nays in the affirmative: Yeas 74, nays 68. 

And then the House adjourned. 


__ March 31, 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following memorials and petitions 


were pre. 


On motion of Mr. PRESTON, the petition of Eli Peto, 


| son, of Montgomery county, Virginia, praying tor bounty 
| land, now on the files of the House, was referreg a 
| Committee on Private Land Claims. 


ue 


By Mr. TURNER: The petition of William Wallace. o¢ 


Also, the peti- 
a taal 


Also, the pe 


Also, the petition of citizens of Knox cou, 
nois, praying for the reduction and equalization of t 
of postage on letters and newspapers. 

By Mr. GREGORY: Concurrent resolution of the 
lature of New Jersey, urging provision to be made by Con 
gress to refund to Captain William Napton and Lieutenant 
Alexander F. Arnold, officers commissioned by the Govern 


ity, li 
he rates 


Legis 


ing, subsisting, and other necessary expenses of a com 
in the New Jersey battalion for the war with Mexico. 
By Mr. TUCK: The petition of Thomas W. Jordan ana 
twenty-three others, citizens of Lincoln, in the State of 
Maine, praying that a committee be appointed to inquire 
into and report whether the slave trade ts carried on in the 
District of Columbia, and to what extent, and by what law. 
By Mr. HARMANSON: The memorial of 187 citizens of 
Catahola, Caldwell, and Jackson, for the establishment of q 


pany 


| mail route from Harrisonburg to Vernon, in Louisiana. 


By Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky: The memorial of 317 
eitizens, praying the United States to abate the nuisance in 
the Ohio river at Cumberland Island, which the Gover, 
ment has created there. 

By Mr. MARSH: The memorial of Charles Fletcher, of 
Lancaster. concerning the Washington monument. 

By Mr. HALL, of New York: The petition of certain in- 
habitants of the District of Columbia, praying for the pas 
sage of alaw providing for a change of venue in suits brought 
in the courts of that District. 

By Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL: The petition of John Ferrah 
and many others, concerning the public lands. 

By Mr. DUNN: The following joint resolutions from thy 
Legislature of the State of Indiana, viz: relative to mars) 
and wet lands in the counties of Jay and Adains, in the Stat 
of Indiana; relative to the location of certain bounty-laii) 
warrants; also, the same upon the Miami reserve, in the 
State of Indiana; relative to volunteers who have settled on 
Government lands in the Miami reserve; relative to the r 
duction of the price of public lands; relative to the reduc 
tion of the price of public lands in the Miami reserve ; re- 
lative to the postponement of the sales of the Miami reserve 
lands. Also, a joint resolution relating to the Miami In- 
dians, in Indiana. Also, one relative to a mail route from 
Salem to Bloomington, in Indiana. Also, one relative toa 
mail route from Belleviile to Lebanon, in Indiana. Also, one 
relative to a mail route from Brownstown, via Bowman’s, 
to Nashville, in said State. Also, one relative to increasing 
the clothing pay of the volunteers. Also, one relative to the 
reduction of postage on newspapers, &c. Also, one relative 
to the national road. Also, one relative to the improvement 
of the Iraquois and Kaskaskia rivers. Also, one asking the 
aid of the General Government for the American Coloniza- 
tion Society. 

By Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania: The letter and 
supplementary petition of Thomas Gregg, for a renewal of 
certain patent rights. 

By Mr. PHELPS: The petition of R. D. McCulloch and 
others, of St. Clair county, Missouri, for a post route from 
Osceola, via Quincy, to Hermitage. 

By Mr. HALL, of Missouri, a petition from N. H. Skid- 
more and other citizens of Missouri, praying the establisi)- 
ment of certain post routes. 

By Mr.GAINES: The petition of ninety-one officers of the 
United States army, now on duty in Mexico, praying an in- 
crease in the price of rations. 

By Mr. ECKERT: A memorial of citizens of Lebanon 
county, Pennsylvania, praying the modification of the post 
office laws respecting postage on newspapers. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: The remonstrance of five hundred 
citizens of Oakland county, Michigan, against the renewal 
of the patent of Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. TWEEDY: The memorial of the Legislative As- 
sembly of Wisconsin, praying that Fort Howard may be va- 
eated, and the reservation of lands attached for military pur- 
poses may be sold. Also, a memorial of the same, praying 
for the amendment of preémption laws so as to extend the 
term of payment to two years. Also, a memorial of the 
same, against granting preémption rights to certain reserved 
mineral lands in Wisconsin. 

By Mr. TUCK: The remonstrance of Bradbury Bartlett 
and twenty others, against the removal of the courts of the 
United States from Exeter to Concord, in the State of New 
Also, the remonstrance of George ©. Hilton 
Also, the remon 


ject. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 31, 1848. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a petition of 
sundry citizens of Kentucky, praying for an ap- 
propriation for repairing the dam on the Cumber- 
land Island, in the river Ohio; which was referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented a petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Indiana, similar in its import; which 
was referred to the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition of P. F. 
Dumas, representative of the Marquis de Fougeres, 
praying authority to enter an appeal to the Su- 


| preme Court of the United States against a decis- 
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1848. 





Land Claims. 


Mr. DLX presented a petition of 450 citizens of | 
Rochester, raying Congress to purchase the estate | 


)¢ Mount Vernon fora Military Asylum; which 


yas referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. | 
On motion of Mr. PHELPS, a similar petition 


oesented by him yesterday, was also referred to 
he Committee on Military Affairs. 

“Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a petition of 
Nancy Haggard, for interest due on commutation 
‘ay; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. A a 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of citi- 
sens of Maine, asking an appropriation for repairs 
op Saco river; Which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Patents be requested 
) proceed in the eXainination of applications for patents for 
{iscove nes useful for the prevention of steam explosions 
ending in his office, in preference to other applications for 
patents; and that he report such of the decisions on such 
ppicalions as he may deem useful to the Senate, with 


office on said subject. 
Mr. WESTCOTT explained that some hun- 
dred applications for patents, fifteen or twenty of 


which were for the prevention of explosions of | 


steam boilers, were before the Commissioner for 
his decision. He had been requested to give a 
preference to the latter, because the persons inter- 


ested had been for some time in the city, waiting | 


for the result. On this account he had been re- 
quested to offer this resolution, as it was important 
twat these applications should be disposed of. 

Mr. HANNEGAN presented sundry resolu- 


tions, On various subjects, from the Legislature of | 


Indiana; which were laid on the table and ordered 
ww be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on the Library, reported, without amendment, 
the resolution authorizing Mr. Paimer to make ad- 
ditions to his commercial report on the condition 
of Siberia, &c. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the Senate consid- 
ered the report, which was concurred in. 


Mr. BAGBY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill for the relief of Patrick Walker had 
been passed. He stated, that without changing 
his own opinion in favor of the bill, he had made 
the motion, at the request of some Senators who 
desired thata general system should be established 
for all cases of disability by wounds received in 
the service, in preference to legislating on individ- 
uai cases, 

The motion to reconsider was opposed by Mr. 
DOWNS, Mr. BRADBURY, Mr. HANNE- 
GAN, and Mr. MOOR, and sustained by Mr. 


DAVIS, of Mississippi, Mr. CALHOUN, and | 


= MANGUM, and was finally agreed to—ayes 
5, noes 14, 

On motion of Mr. MANGUM, by unanimous 
consent, the bill was then amended by striking out 
the words ‘* for his natural life,” and substituting 
“for one year.” 

The bill was then passed. 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
The Senate resumed the consideration of the 


joint resolution congratulating the French people |, 


0! their recent movement for the establishment of 
republican form of government. 

The question being on the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Unperwoop, to postpone the consideration 
of the resolution to the first Monday in June— 
Mr. BALDWIN addressed the Senate, express- 
ing his preference for the motion he had made 
yesterday to refer the resolution to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, He was of the opinion that 
Congress was stepping out of its proper sphere 
of action in attempting to speak for the Ameri- 
can people on a subject in which they were ex- 
pressing themselves in a much more emphatic and 
acceptable manner. If any organ of the people 
ought to convey their sentiments to the French 


people, it should be the President of the United | 


States, to whom was intrusted the immediate in- 
tercourse with foreign Powers. If legislative inter- 


ference was desirable, it ought to be founded on a || 
|| Thomas Scott, register of the land office at Chili- 


communication from the President, who is pre- 


| Senators. 





dic information heretojore called for by the Senate trom his | 





| House. 
Also, a communication from the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, in answer to a resolution of the House, | 
| transmitting reports from the several bureaus of | 
| that department as to what additional clerks are | 
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nof the United States district court of Florida; | 
yiich was referred to the Committee on Private || 


from South Carolina that it would be premature, 


/ until we shall see the course determined on by the | 
The | 


government which has yet to be formed. 
term ** consolidated’’ he also objected to, in its ap- 
plication to liberty, which he would desire to see 
diffused rather than consolidated. 


all the talk of this session about the power of 


interfering with foreign affairs- belonging of right | 
: . 

| to Congress, it seemed to be discovered that it | 

| was the President only in whom it was vested, | 


He could not speak for the constituencies of other 


b> 


that their soldiers fought with ours; that they 


cheered us on in the hour of danger; that they | 
rejoiced with us in our triumph, and had always | 
In other | 


preserved friendly relations with us. 
States, the population was altogether American; 
but in his State it was different. There, one- 
half the population was French, speaking the 
French language, having their friends and rela- 


| tions, fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters, in 


France. They must be supposed to feel more 
strongly on the subject than the people of any other 
State of the Union. He saw no objection to im- 
mediate action on the subject. 


to whom it was addressed. 
Mr. DOWNS here gave way, and 


Mr. HANNEGAN moved that the resolution | 


be informally passed over, and that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; which was agreed to. 

Shang remarks of Mr. Batpwin and Mr. Downs 
will be found in the Appendix. ] 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration | 


of Executive business; and, after some time, the 
doors were reopened, and 
The Senate adjourned ti]l] Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, -fpril 1, 1848. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


The bill from the Senate, granting a pension to 
Patrick Walker, was taken up and read twice. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, hoped it would not 


| be committed; the case, he understood, was a pe- | 
| culiar and meritorious one; he therefore hoped the | 


bill would now be put upon its passage. 


The question was put upon the passage of the | 
bill, and it was decided in the aflirmative. So the | 
| bill stands passed. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting copies of the official annual Army Register, for 
the use of the members of the House. Laid upon 
the table. 

Also, a communication from the Secretary of the 


Navy, transmitting copies of the official annual | 


Navy Register, for the use of the members of the 
Laid on the table. 


necessary, if any, in any of said bureaus, and what 


amount of money ought to be appropriated to de- | 
fray expenses consequent upon the appointment | 
Referred to the Committee of | 


of such clerks. 
Claims. 


PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved that | 
the House resolve itself into Committee of the | 
| Whole on the private calendar. 


The question was decided in the affirmative by 
eas and nays—yeas 96, nays 37. . 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the private calendar, (Mr. 


Cocke, of Tennessee, in the chair.) 
The first bill taken up was for the relief of 


sumed to be better informed as to the propriety of ] cothe, Ohio, for services connected with the duties 


an interposition than we are. He had an objec- 
“ton to fixing a day for considering the resolution. 





of his office. The bill appropriates $500 in pay- 


ment of extra services by extra clerks, for a limited 


The Holy Al- | 
| lance had adopted the word, and he was unwilling | 
|| to take such authority. a] 

Mr. DOWNS made some remarks in reply, | 
expressing his surprise at the course of argument | 
pursued by the Senator from Connecticut. After | 


_He could not forget that the French | 
people assisted us in our revolutionary struggle; | 


If months were to | 
be consumed by delay and debate, it would be as | 
well not to adopt the resolution at all, for it would, | 
in that case, lose all its value in the eyes of those | 











87h 


If it was"proper at all, he agreed with the Senator || time, in consequence of the consolidation of four or 


'| five land offices into one. 


After a debate, in which Messrs. VENABLE, 
TAYLOR, ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, GID- 
DINGS, STARKWEATHER, FICKLIN, DU- 
ER, CROWELL, and HOUSTON, of Alabama, 
participated, the bill was amended, on motion of 
Mr. GIDDINGS, so as to provide for the settle- 
ment of the accounts by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, limiting the amount to $500. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, then moved that the 
bill be laid aside to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do not pass. Lost. 

The committee then rose and reported the bill 
for the relief of Thomas Scott, register, &c., as 
amended. 

The amendment of the Committee of the Whole 
was agreed to, and the bill read a third time. 

Mr. HAMMONS moved to lay the bill on the 
table. Lost. 

The bill was then passed and sent to the Senate 
for concurrence. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill to extend 
John J. Adams’s patent for flattening cylinder win- 
dow glass was laid on the table. Lost. 

And then the House.adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, -4pril 3, 1848. 

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved. 

Mr. LINCOLN moved to suspend the rules of 
the House to take up the joint resolution from the 
Senate relative to contracts for the purchase of 
hemp for the use of the navy, for the purpose of 
referring it to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, suggested to the 
gentleman from Illinois that he would accomplish 
his object by modifying his motion so as to eni- 
brace all the bills and resolutions from the Senate 
lying on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. LINCOLN replied to the gentleman from 
Alabama, that he was aware of that fact when he 
made the motion. 

Mr. HOUSTON would then inquire whether 
the motion was susceptible of amendment. 

No reply was heard. If any, it was presumed 
to be in the negative. 

The SPEAKER announced the question to be 
on the motion of Mr. Lincoty. 

Mr. HOUSTON demanded the yeas and nays. 
He wanted to see whether the House would take 
up this bill and refuse to take up the others. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, desired to inquire, in 
order that the House might be distinctly informed 
upon what they were voting, if this was a motion 
to suspend the rules for the purpose of taking up 
an isolated resolution in preference to other and 
more important bills on the Speaker’s table? 

The SPEAKER. The motion is to suspend the 
rules, for the purpose of taking up the joint reso- 
lution relative to contracts for hemp for the use of 
the navy. 

Mr. COBB. I have no objection to taking them 
all up. I hope there will be no suspension for any 
particular bill. 

The question was taken, and the vote stood: 
yeas 8], nays 61. : 

So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 

TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved now, with 
a view, he said, to accommodate all sides of the 
House, to take up the Senate bills and joint reso- 
lutions on the Speaker’s table. If any o!jections 
were made, he should move to suspend the rules. 

Objections were made. 

Mr. HOUSYON moved then to suspend the 
rules, and demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, requested the Speaker 
to state to the House what bills and joint resolu- 
tions were on the Speaker’s table would be em- 
braced in this motion. 

The SPEAKER replied that there were two 
joint resolutions and one bill: The joint resolution 
of thanks to Major General Taylor and that re- 
specting contracts for the purchase of hémp, and 
the bill entitled ‘An act to raise, fora limited time, 
an additional military force.” 

Mr. COBB. These are the bills that would be 
included ? 

The SPEAKER. These are the bills. 
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ble? 
The SPEAKER. 
rules is not debatable. 
Mr. COBB asked the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules, which were ordered, and 
being taken, resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Atkinson, Beale, Bedinger, Bingham, 
Birdsall, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, Wil- 
liasa G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Chase, 
Beverly L. Clark, Howell Cobb, W. R. W. Cobb, Collins, 
Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Dunn, Alexander Evans, Far- 
an, Freneh, Fries, Fulton, Gayle, Green, Willard P. Hall, 
Huraleon, Harms, Haskell, Hill, Isaac E. lolmes, George 
&. Houston, luge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Andrew Johuson, 
Juanes H. Jonson, George W. Jones, Koutman, Ken- 
non, La Bére, Sidney Lawrence, Letiler, Levin, Ligon, 
Lineotn, Lord, Lumpkin, MeClelland, MeClernand, Me- 
Dowell, MeLane, Mann, Miller, Morris, Murphy, Nicoll, 
Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Pollock, 
Rhett, Kichardson, Richey, Kobinson, Rockhill, Sunpson, 
Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, Charles E. 
Stuart, Strong, Thomas, James Thowpson, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Willtam Thompson, Tiiurston, Turner, Venable, Went- 
worth, Wiek, Wiley, Williams, and Wilmot—90. 

NAYS —Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barringer, Bar- 
row, Blanchard, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Canby, Chap- 
man, Pranklin Clark, Clingman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, 
Cranston, Cristield, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, 
Dounell, Duer, Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, Eckert, 
Pinbree, Parretly, Gaines, Gidding:, Goggin, Gregory, Grin- 
nell, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hamp 
ton, Heouryv, Hilliard, Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston, 
Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, John 
W. Jones, Kellogg, Metivaine, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, 
Mutiin, Nelson, Nes, Outlaw, Pendleton, Preston, Putnam, 
Keynolds, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Rumsey, St. 
John, Schenck, Shepperd, Sherrill, Stivester, Slingerland, 
Calich B. Smith, Traman smith, Stephens, Andrew Stew- 
art, Tallmadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Richard W. 'Thomp- 
son, Jolin B. Thompson, Tompkins, ‘luck, Vinton, Warren, 
and White—&3. 


The motion to suspend the 


So, two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


LIGHTING THE CAPITOL. 

Mr. J. W. HOUSTON moved a suspension of 
the rules, to enable him to introduce a resolution 
of inquiry into the reasons for which the Treasury 
Department refused to pay James Crutchett the 
amount allowed him by act of Congress passed re- 
cently, compensating him for lightung the Capitol 
and Capitol grounds with gas. 

The House refused to suspend the rules. 


THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 
Mr. CUMMINS asked leave to offer the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 


Resolved, ‘That it becomes the people of the United States 
to rejoice that the sentiment of self- government is commend - 
ing itself to the favorabie consideration and adoption of the 
intelligent and thinking men of all intelligent nations. 


Resolved, That the only legitimate source of political power 


is the will of the people, and the only rightful end of its ex- 
ercise their good. 

Resolved, That we sincerely hope that down-trodden hu- 
manity may succeed in breaking down all forms of tyranny 
aud oppression, and in the establishment of free and national 
governments for the good of the governed, and not for the 
agerandizement of those who govern. 

Resolved, That we tender our warmest sympathies to the 
people of France and Italy in their present struggle for re- 
form, and suicerely hope they may succeed in establishing 
free and constitutional governments, emanating from and 
based upon the willof the governed, suited to their wants 
and condition, and such as will secure to them liberty and 
salety. 

Resolved, That we tender our sympathy and hopes of suc- 
cess to every people who are seeking to establish for them- 
selves free and national governments, and that whatever of 
blood and treasure may be shed or spent in a struggle of the 
oppressed against the oppressor, is to be charged to the un- 
just resistance of the oppressor, who strives to hold and 
exercise the rights of the people, usurped against their will, 
and exercised for the benefit of the few and the oppression 
of the muny, and not to the people, who seek only to regain 
and exercise their natural rights in such manner as will best 
secure and promote their own happiness and safety. 


The reception of the resolutions being objected 
to— 

Mr. CUMMINS moved to suspend the rules, to 
enable him to offer them, and asked the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered; and, being taken, re- 
sulted as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Beale, Bing- 
ham, Birdsall, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, 
Wim. G. Brown, Charlies Brown, Albert G. Brown, Cabell, 
Catheart, Chase, Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cummins, Danicl, Dickey, 
Dickinson, Dixon, Duer, Duna, Embree, Alexander Evans, 
Faran, Farrelly, Featherston, Ficklin, French, Fries, Gid- 
dings, Green, Willard P. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses 
Hampton, Haralson, Harris, Haskell, Henley, Hill, Hilliard, 
George 8. Houston, John W. Houston, Hunt, Inge, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Irvin, James H, Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
George W. Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, La 
Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lincoln, Lord, 


Lumpkin, Maclay, McClelland, MeClernand, McDowell, 
Mefivaine, McLane, Mann, Marvin, Miller, Mallin, Mur- 
shy, Nes, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Pheips, 
Pitisbury, Pollock, Preston, Reynolds, Richardson, Richey, 


Mr. WENTWORTH. Is the motion debata- 
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: = Sagreemcs ee - 
Robinson, Rockhill, Rumsey, Sawyer, Sherrill, Simpson, | t b imac ~ a 
Smart, Robert Sinith, Stanton, Starkweather, Andrew Stew. had been taken y Surprise; and, as the ( lerk had 


art, Charles E. Stuart, Talimadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, 
Thomas, James Thompson, Jacob ‘Thompson, William 
Thompson, Thurston, Tompkins, Tuck, Turner, Venable, 
Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, and Wilmot—121. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Ashmun, Barrow, Boydon, Bra- 
dy, Buckner, Canby, Chapman, Clingman, Cocke, Coliamer, 
Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crowell, Crozier, Donnell, Gar- 
nett Duncan, Eckert, Edwards, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gog- 
gin, Gregory, Grinnell, Nathan K. Hall, Henry, Elias B. 
Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Kellogg, 
Levin, Morehead, Nelson, Outlaw, Pendleton, Putnam, 
Julius Rockwell, St. Jopn, Schenck, Shepperd, Silvester, | 
Caleb B. Smuh, Truman Smith, Stephens, Richard W. 
Tuotmpson, John B. Thompson, Warren, and White—51. 


So the rules were suspended. 


Mr.C. then moved the above resolutions; which 
being read— 

Mr. HILLIARD hoped that an Executive mes- 
sage just received would be read by general con- 
sent. 

Objection being made— 

Mr. HILLIARD moved a suspension of the 
rules to admit the motion. 

The CHAIR reminded Mr. H. that the rules | 
had already been suspended for the purpose of re- | 
ceiving the resolutions. The motion therefore was | 
not now in order. 

The resolutions were again read. 

_Mr. CUMMINS demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

Great confusion instantly arose, and remonstran- | 
ces mingled with cries of ** No, no; Oh, don’t!” 

Mr. CUMMINS withdrew his call for the pre- | 
vious question. | 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to amend the fourth reso- 
lution by inserting at the end thereof the follow- 
ing: 

‘And we especially see an encouraging earnest of their | 
success in the decree which pledges the said Government of 
France to early measures for the immediate emancipation | 
of all slaves in their colonies.” 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested as an amendment to | 
the amendment to add the following: 

** Recognizing as we do that cardinal republican principle 
that there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude 
except for crime.”’ 

Mr. ASHMUN accepted this as a modification | 
of his own amendment. 

And the question being on the amendment thus | 
modified— 

Mr. ASHMUN observed that he had nothing to | 
say on the amendment. Its propriety was so ob- | 
| 
| 
| 





vious as to preclude the necessity for remark. 
Many gentlemen were here on the floor at once, 


| contending, with loud cries of ‘* Mr. Speaker!” for | 


recognition by the Chair. 


Mr. HILLIARD moved that the resolutions be 


_ referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


| mation of what the message contained. The House 


Mr. BAYLY moved that they be referred to a 
select committee. 

Mr. DUER said he had proposed expressing, in 
a manner which he conceived worthy of the dig- | 
nity of the House and of the subject, the sympathy 
which he was very sure every gentleman could not 
but feel, and which he had intended to move to be | 
referred to a select committee, to consist of one 
member from each State. 

Mr. D. read his resolution; and, after some con- 
versation between Mr. DUER and the CHAIR— 

Mr. BAYLY modified his motion for a select 
committee, so as to read as follows: 

“That the resolutions be referred to a select committee of | 
one from each State, with instructions to report joint resolu- 


tions expressing the sympathy of this nation for the French 
people in their struggle tor civil hberty.’? 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL expressed his earnest 


i 
The resolution having been read as amended— | 
| 


| wish that the message from the President now on 


tions referred, and suggested that the whole sub- 


the Speaker’s table should be read. He presumed | 
there would be no objection. He understood that 
it was on the subject to which the pending resolu- | 


ject might be referred to the same committee. 
[Cries of ** read, read.” 
‘The SPEAKER then gave the message into the | 
hands of the Clerk; when objection was made on 
the left. 
The CHAIR stated the question before the House | 
to be on the resolution of reference, as modified. 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL insisted that the objec- 
tion made had come too late, as the Speaker had 
handed the message to the Clerk to be read. 
The CHAIR ruled the objections to be in time, | 
so that the message could not now be read except 
by unanimous consent. He had received no inti- 


| not begun to read, or even opened the 





€nvelope 


in which the message was contained, he ruled the 


objection to be in time. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he was ore 
surprised to hear that the Speaker or the House 
had been taken by surprise. He believed the gy\,. 
ject of the message was generally understood; and 
as it had been delivered to the Clerk to be read, he 
took an appeal from the decision of the Chair. j 

The question being immediately put on the ap. 
peal, the ruling of the Chair was sustained—ayes 
90, noes 30. . 

Mr. HASKELL inquired whether it was now 
in order to offer a substitute? 

The CHAIR replying in the negative— 

Mr. HASKELL wished it to be read for infor. 
mation; but this was objected to. 

[ Voices: ** You can read it yourself, as a part of 
your speech.’’] 

The CHAIR said the question would first be on 
the motion to refer to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs; if that failed, it would next recur on refer. 
ring to a select committee. 

Mr. DONNELL moved to lay the resolutions 
on the table. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were called 
for, and ordered; and, being taken, resulted as fol- 
lows: Yeas 15, nays 118. So the motion to lay on 
the table was rejected. 

And the question recurring on the reference of 
the resolutions— 

Mr. HILLIARD said, that in moving to refer 
the resolutions and amendments which had been 
brought forward upon the subject of the late revo- 
lution in France to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, he simply desired to secure a proper expres- 
sion of the sympathy which we felt in that move- 
ment. The occasion (said he) is one of no common 
moment; it must deeply affect the cause of man- 
kind throughout the world. I am not ready to 
extend the sympathy of this Government to any 
people who simply overturn a throne, to plunge 
into the wild, unrestricted, and reckless experiment 
of ideal liberty. Every kingless government is not 
of necessity a republican government. Liberty 
cannot exist without law; its elements must be 
consolidated, and its great principles be imbodied 
in a constitution. The great movement in France 
must develop institutions before it accomplishes 
any permanent good for the French people. | con- 
fess that I am not free from apprehension as to the 
future; the convulsion which exhibits a form so 
attractive to-day, may yet upturn the foundations 
of society, and result in the wildest anarchy. On 
the other hand, there is in the great popular move- 
ment which has so suddenly and so successfully 
expelled royalty from France, much of promise for 
that beautiful country and for mankind. I solemnly 
believe that the time has come when kingcraft has 
lost its hold upon the human mind; the world is 
waking from its deep slumber, and mankind be- 
gin to see that the right to govern belongs not to 
crowned kings, but to the great masses. The age 
in which we live will, I trust, witness the complete 
enfranchisement of nations which have long been 
governed too much. a 

I think, sir, that we ought to sustain our minis- 
ter, Mr. Rush, who ao promptly, without the 
opportunity of consulting his Government, hailed 
the popular movement which expelled a powerful 
dynasty and proclaimed a Republic. It was 4 
generous impulse which prompted the act, and the 
country will applaud it. 

There are certainly some features in the scene 
which France presents not wholly agreeable to a 
thoughtful observer, and which awaken the appre- 
hension that the Provisional Government just es- 
tablished has promised more than it can redeem. 
The fraternity which has been adopted may not be 
consistent with regulated liberty; it may be the 
dream of idealists, and not the conception of a phi- 
losophical statesman. The measure, too, which 
has been adopted in regard to the labor and wages 
of operatives, doubling their compensation, and 
undertaking to employ them on the part of the 
Government, is a very unsafe one. Every one 
accustomed to the order of well-regulated liberty 
must see the danger of such legislation. It par- 


atly 


takes too much of the character of a system of 


social reform too impracticable to be easily recog- 
nized. Still, these may be but temporary arrange 
ments, designed to give the new Government time 
to adjust the complicated details of the great task 
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which has been undertaken. There are circum- | 
eances Which may awaken apprehension, but they 
cannot repress sympathy. No, sir; -— cannot 
orevent the expression of our deep and full sym- 
‘athy with a people struggling to make a free gov- | 
prament like our own. [, for one, cannot look 
son such a spectacle unmoved. It may be pre- 
mature—it may even be rash; but I should feel 
myself unworthy of a seat in an American Con- 
wess, if 1 could refuse to cheer a people engaged | 
in such a work, May they go on and prosper, 
ad may they erect upon the soil of France a gov- 
enment resting upon the great principles of con- | 
situtional law, ensuring order at home, command- | 
ing respect abroad, and throwing over Europe the | 
clear and steady light of rational liberty. 

| regret, sir, that the gentleman from Massachu- 
eetts (Mr. Asumun] has thought proper to connect | 
with this subject another which does not belong 
it. Ido not impute to him any improper mo- 
tive, but he must know that the people of our part 
of this Confederacy cannot hear without painful | 
sensibility ther social institutions alluded to in | 
such offensive terms. There is on the part of the 
South nothing aggressive; they are content to sus- | 
tain the Government as it is; they make no war | 
ypon the people or the institutions of the North. 
But, sir, they observe your movements here with | 
profound interest. They know their rights, and | 
there is throughout their entire borders a purpose 
to maintain them, with a courage and firmness 
which nothing can intimidate or shake. 

The feeling, then, in regard to the subject which 
has thus been thrust upon the House so reckless- | 
ly, is so profound, so well settled, and, to borrow 
a mode of expression from the French, so eternal, 
that it is impossible to touch it without danger. 

| repeat, sir, that in moving to refer the resolu- 
tions before us to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, | 
| have no hostile purpose. I desire that when 
Congress does speak upon this subject, it shall 
speak in well-weighed and becoming terms. I do 
not like the language of these resolutions. It so 
happens that we are often called on to vote on | 
propositions suddenly thrown into the House, 
when we cannot express our own true sense. 
the resolutions go to the appropriate committee, 
and come back to us in a better form. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, like the honorable 
gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hiruiarp,] he | 
sympathized with France; like him he objected, | 
and decidedly, to the firebrand which had been in- 
troduced into this subject in the form of the amend- 
ment moved by the gentleman from Massachusetts, | 
(Mr. Asumun.] Unlike the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, however, he did not feel that distrust in the 
success of the late movement in France 

Mr. HILLIARD interposed, and (the floor being 
yielded) begged that the gentleman would not mis- | 
apprehend him as saying that he distrusted the 
movement. What he had said was, that there 
were certain indications connected with the move- 
ment which were calculated to awaken the appre- 
hension that all might not be done as could be 
desired. He, however, hoped for the best, and 
cordially sympathized with the people of France. 

Mr. McCLERNAND proceeded. Without 











‘firming anything of what the gentleman had | 


said, he (Mr. McC.) wished to say, that he had | 
confidence, sufficient confidence, in the ultimate 
success of the great movement in which the French 
people were engaged. 

Since this subject had been introduced upon this 
floor, he hoped he would be indulged by the House 
ina few remarks explanatory of his views in re- 
gard to it. If the subject had not been introduced 
by some other member, he should have felt him- 
self called upon to introduce it, for he believed it 
to be a duty incumbent on the American Congress 
and the American people to manifest their sympa- 
thies and congratulations at the late movement in 

rance, 

What was that movement, and on what did it 
rest? It was such a movement as might very well 
engage the attention of the whole world, and par- 
ucularly of the American people, who owed France | 
80 much. It was France who befriended us in 
our infancy and time of need, who assisted us to 





of the great mass of the American people—of every 
American who was worthy of the name, who had 
his heart in the right place. As France assisted 
us, according to the circumstances in which she 
was placed, by her arms, so we in turn should 
assist France according to the circumstances in 
which we are placed, by the assurance of our sym- 
pathy and our congratulations. 

It was objected, however, to any formal ex- 
pression, that it was premature; that the revolution 
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might waste itself in anarchy, or sink into despot- | 


ism; that we should wait for certainty of its suc- 
cess. He thought not. Now was the time, if we 


really wished France to be successful, for the | 


voice of sympathy and encouragement. 
voice go forth from this Hall, and from every city 
and hamlet in the land; let it cross the Atlantic and 
echo in ae part of France. Yes, let it resound 
as the deep heartfelt shout of a free people of the 
New World that a giant republic was about to be 
e- to the cause of human freedom in the Old 

orld. Weshould rejoice at the regeneration and 
emancipation of enslaved nations. Freedom was 
one of the appointed agents of God to advance the 
Spiritual as well as the temporal welfare of man; 
therefore it deserved to be encouraged by us every- 
where and at all times; and may she continue her 
triumphs until the whole world be made to ac- 
knowledge her mild sceptre and genial sway! It 
occurred to him that the apprehensions of those 
who feared the success of the French movement 
were unfounded; that such persons interpreted in- 
correctly and imperfectly the state of Europe. 
What was that state? and what did it import? 
The revolution of 1789, although abused in many 
respects, effected one great and paramount object. 
It schooled France in the knowledge and love of 
liberty, which, however it might be repressed, must, 


| at no distant day, result in the fruition of matu- 


| rity and permanence. 
| 1789 occurred, perhaps France would have been 
| less competent tor self-government—for the estab- 
| lishment of republican institutions—perhaps the 


| One thing was certain: France had now arrived at 


Let || 


| which must prevent her relapsing into permanent 


| authority with free institutions. 


_tion of 1789—a revolution much abused—there 


of primogeniture in the descent of property were 
| abolished; the lettres de cachet were suppressed, and 


"justice was secured, 


lar basis? For one, he religiously believed, as he 
fervently hoped, that such would be the result. 


|, by a tyrannical censorship, exercised by the Goy- 
ernment over the freedom of the press, the freedom 
| of discussion, and the right of the people peaceabl 
| toassemble and consult together for the public good, 


| the people of Paris appointed a day for a reform 
| banquet—a “ane meeting where the grievances 


Had not the revolution of 


late revolution would not have occurred at all, 
that state of moral and intellectual advancement 
despotism, which must replace every form of royal 

Besides this one great advantage of the revolu- 


were many other incidental advantages resulting 
from it, some of which were, that the monopoly of 
military rank by the ancient nobility and the right 


perfect equality in the administration of public 
Yes; all this and more was 
accomplished. Who should say that the work 
thus gloriously begun would not be completed? 
Who could say that France, thus schooled by the 
experience of the past, and stimulated by partial 
success, would not perseyere in her efforts until 
her liberties should be established on a firm popu- 


And what had France already done towards the 
accomplishment of this great object? He was 
about to show that she had done much. Goaded 


she determined to vindicate her rights, ‘* peaceably 
if she could, forcibly if she must.’’ Accordingly, 


of the people and the best means of redressing 
them were peaceably to be discussed—the 22d of 


| February—a day which he hoped would hereafter 


| be sacred to the cause of French liberty, as it was 
| in America from the birth of the Father of Ameri- 
| can independence. The prefect of police and the 


commander of the national guards issued their 
proclamations prohibiting the assemblage. But 
upon the day appointed large masses of people 


| were seen moving first towards the place of ren- 


| dezvous, and afterwards towards the Chamber of 


establish our independence, and to erect the noble Deputies, there to prefer their complaints. The 
fabric of liberty which, through the ordination of |, Government, equally determined, directed a large 
Heaven, had become the example for her own. body of troopsagainst the people, and thus by force 
aspirations and her own patriotic effort. God grant || of arms drove them from about the Chamber. The 


ler success! 
Such should be, and no doubt was, the sentiment | 


| Opposition Deputies moved the impeachment of 


the ministers of State, and declared their purpose 


Let that | 
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to resign if the motion should be rejected; and thus 
ended the first act of the drama. 

On the 23d, what had been on the previous day 
commotion now became insurrection, in which it 
was quite evident a considerable — of the Na- 
tional Guards sympathized, while another portion 
was employed against the people, and at some ex- 
pense of blood and life. The people demanded of 
the editor of the National that he should see that 
their liberties were not again played with—a noble 

_ tribute to the majesty and power of a free and faith- 

| ful public press. The people also demanded reform 
and the dismissal of the ministers. ‘The ministers 
resigned, but too late. And thus ended the second 
act of the drama. 

On the 24th what had been insurrection now be- 
came revolution. The king abdicated the crown 
in favor of his grandson, the Duke de Paris, and 
nominated the Duke de Nemours for regent, who 

| was rejected, as also was the Duchess of Orleans, 
| by the Chamber of Deputies. Next the people 
oe oe a Provisional Government, the King 
eft Paris, and, from the latest information, together 
with the royal family, was in England. The peo- 
_ bore his shattered throne along the streets of 
aris, hymning the song of liberty, and shouting 
| anon for a republic upon the model! of the United 
| States. And thus passed away the most brilliant 
| and influential throne of Europe. ‘Thus ended the 
grand drama in successful revolution. 

Well, what now followed? Did the people prove 
true to themselves? Did the wisdom and energy 
| of their measures falsify the imputations of the 
enemies of popular government? He ventured the 
| Opinion that never was there a more august and 
sublime spectacle manifested by any people than 
that which was manifested by the people of France 
in their subsequent conduct. Among other decrees 
| of the Provisional Government, and the civil au- 


| thorities subordinate thereto, he found the follow- 
| ing: 


1. Interdiction of the meeting of the ex-Chamber of Peers. 


2. Anorganization of a movable National Guard of tweuty- 
four battalions. 


3. Tuileries to be an asylum for invalid workmen, 
4. Capital punishment to he abolished. 


| 5. All political prisoners to be liberated and furnished with 
means to join their families. 

6. Suppression of Chamber of Peers and dissolution of 

| Chamber of Deputies; constitution of a Republic ; every eit- 

| izen to be a National Guard; the liberty of the press guar- 
antied and freedom of thought secured. 

7. National workshops to be opened for the unemployed. 

8. All citizens to remain in arms and defend their barri- 
cades till they have acquired all their rights. 

9. Abolition of all titles of nobility. 

10. National Assembly to meet on the 20th of April and 
decree a constitution. Population to be the basis of election. 
Representatives of the people fixed at nine hundred, includ- 
ing those of Algiers and the colonies; suffrage to be direct, 
universal, and by ballot. All Frenchmen twenty-one years 
of age to be electors, and all of twenty-five to be eligtble to 
be elected. 

11. System of indirect taxes to be modified. 

12. All prosecutions against the press and for political 
offences to be withdrawn, and prisoners confined for such 
offences to be released. 


13. The persons, rights, and property of foreigners to be 
respected. 


14. All citizens to be armed as National Guards. 
15. Diminution in the hours of labor. 


16. Property of all kinds and works of utility to be pre- 
served. 


17. The army to be reorganized. 


If he might be allowed to moralize upon this 
grand phenomenon, what should he say? He should 
say it was the natural and necessary result of con- 
flicting elements in principles. For a long time 
the principle of democratic numbers and popular 
sovereignty had been undermining the antagonist, 
priniple of aristocracy and regal authority through- 
out Europe; and at length, in France, the austere 
and blood-stained edifice of benighted centuries had 
been crumbled to the dust—armies, thrones, and 
castes had been swept away as an atom before the 
popular breath. 

he French revolution was not merely the tri- 
umph of the multitude over the unequal resistance 
of one man. Far more. It was the triumph of 
liberty over tyranny; of truth over error; of hu- 
manity over inhumanity. Yes, it was a distinct 
and authentic annunciation of the great and inesti- 
mable truth that the time was rapidly approaching 
when in Europe military force must bow,to moral 
force; when kings must bow to the superior majes- 
ty of the people; when the masses of Europe have 
only to will it to be free. 

rance, if she maintained and matured the fruits 
of her revolution, would rise with salient energy to 
the ascendant position and influence which would 
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belong to her as the leading republic of Europe. 
She would be enabled to extend the conquests of 
her free principle far beyond the flight of her eagles 
in the days of the almost romantic triumphs of her 
great captain. Already Italy, Denmark, Naples, 
Prussia, and Sardinia were awaking from the apa- 
thy of centuries, and who should say that the ex- 
ample of France would not hasten the time when 
all these countries should be enrolled upon the bla- 
zoned list of freedom ? 

He need not say that he bore towards Louis 
Philippe no feclings of ill will. On the contrary, 
he respected him as a man for his intelligence and 
many virtues. Even as a monarch, there was 
much in him to admire. Now,in his retirement, 
he (Mr. McC.) would regret his private afflictions. 
But he did not speak of the individual. He spoke 
of France and liberty—considerations far higher. 
As an American, he bore towards France a warm 
and affectionate gratitude, not only for the reasons 
he had already assigned, but because she was the 
natal jand of the good, the great, the brave, the 


generous, the philanthropic, the noble Lafayette. | 


As an American, he wished to see France and the 
United States as the two great republics of the Old 
and of the New World sour and culminate in the 
moral grandeur and glory of eternal freedom and 
Christian civilization. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said he rose to take no 
part in the debate further than to express, with 
great 4leference to all parts of the House, in a word 
or two, his views upon the method in which what 
was to be done ought to be done, and to submit to 
the House what had been done ona former and 
similar occasion. 

Hie might say here that he understood that in 
another part of this building the President’s mes- 
had read. Of course it was a public 
paper. It would pass upon the public journals; 
it would be familiar to everybody; and he could 
not imagine that the power of this House, at least 
of the other side of the House, could have any in- 
disposition to suffer that paper, together with the 
rest of the materials on the subject, to be referred 
to a standing committee, as the gentleman from 
Alabama proposed, or to a select and special com- 
mittee,as he (Mr. I.) believed would have been the 
better course, and more fitting on this occasion. 


been 


sage 


He begged leave to read to the House the whole | 


of what President Washington said, in the pres- 
ence of his Secretary of State, Timothy Pickering 


—whom nobody would charge with Democracy— | 


on the Ist of January, 1796, when the French 
minister, Ad@t, presented to him the colors of 
France. 
which Mr. Rush, our minister at France, quoted 
only the last part. This was only part of his 
speech—the warmest he ever made, although no 
doubt he spoke the honest sentiments of his mag- 
nanimous mind: 

“] reeeive, sir, with lively sensibility the symbol of the 
triumphs and of the enfranchisement of your nation, the 
colors of France, which you have now presented to the 
United States. The transaction will be announced to Con- 
gress, and the colors will be deposited in the archives of the 
United States, which are at once the evidence and the me 
mortals of their freedom and independence. May this be 


perpetual; and may the fnendship of the two republics be- 


come commensurate with their existence!’ 


Now, upon this proceeding of the President of 
the United States on the first of the year—on the 
Ist of January, 1796, which in his speech he said 
he selected because it was a day of general joy— 
upon the reading to this House of what General 
Washington communicated in his message of Jan- 
unary 4, 1796, whataction was had? He read from 
the Journal: 

* A inessage in writing was received from the President 
of the United States, by Mr. Dandridge, his Secretary, as 
tolloweth: 

“Unirep States, January 4, 1796. 
«* Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives: 

* A letter fromthe Minister Plenipotentiary of the French 
tepublic, coceived on the 22.1 of the last month, covered an 
qildress, dated the 21st of October, 1794, from the Committee 
of Public Safety to the Representatives of the United States 
ia Congress, and also informed me that he was instructed 
by the Committee to present to the United States the colors 
of France. [ thereupon proposed to receive them last Fri- 
day, the first day of the new year—a day of general joy and 
congratulation. On that day the Minister of the French 
Republic delivered the colors, with an address, to which I 
returned an answer. By the latter the House will see that 
Il have informed the Minister that the colors would be de- 
posited with the archives of the United States. 

« But it seemed to me proper previously to exhibit to the 
two Hlouses of ¢ «= these evidences of the continued 
friendship of the French Republic, together with the senti 
ments expressed by me on the eceaston, in behalf of the 
Vaited States. They are herewith communicated. 

“GO. WASHINGTON. 


mer 
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He took the whole paragraph, from | 


‘' fying to the people of France. 


“ The said message and papers therein referred to were 
read and considered. Whereupon, 

“ Resolved, unanimously, That the President of the United 
States be requested to make known to the representatives 
of the French people that this House hath received with 
the most sincere and lively sensibility the communication 
of the Committee of Public Safety, dated the 21st of Octo- 
ber, 1794, accompanied with the colors of the French Re- 
public, and to assure them that the presentation ofthe colors 
of the French Republic to the Congress of the United States 
is deemed the most honorable testigonial of the existing 
sympathies and affeetions of the two Republics, founded 
upon theirsolid and reciprocal interests, and that this House 
rejoices in the opportunity thereby afforded to congratulate 
the French nation upon the brilliant and glorious achieve- 
ments which have been accomplished under their influence 
during the present afflicting war, and confidently hopes that 
those achievements will be attended with the perfect attain- 
ment of their object, the permanent establishment of the 
liberties and happiness of a great and magnanimous people. 

“Ordered, That Mr. Giles and Mr. Samuel Smith be ap- 
pointed a committee to wait on the President with the fore- 
going resolution,” 


Now, suffer him (Mr. 1.) to add, that he had 
understood that the message of the President, as 
it had been read in the Senate, contained an allu- 
sion to the first treaty signed by the representa- 
tives of the United States—the treaty of Paris, 
signed by Benjamin Franklin, Silas Deane, and 
Arthur Lee, together with Mr. Gerard, the first 
minister of the United States to France—a treaty 
which he had often heard the late John Q. Adams 
say contained the germ of all the great principles 
of commercial and maritime freedom, as anybody 
would be satisfied by an examination of its pro- 
visions, 

This was a great occasion. It was not necessary 
that he should follow his friend from Illinois [Mr. 
McCiernanp] in the expression of his opinions. 
His object was to see that whatever was done 
might be worthy of this great occasion, and with 
as nearly as possible the unanimity of the former 
occasion; that there might be no party division, 
but that the voice of the American people might 
be spoken as it ought to be spoken—the voice of 
twenty millions of people, which everybody knew 
could not be spoken without immense effect. And 
suffer me (said Mr. I.) simply to say, in reference 
to an opinion that I see has been expressed by a 
highly distinguished member of this Congress in 
another branch of this building—with whom I began 
public life here, and under whom it may be said I 
served my apprenticeship here; for whom nobody 
has uniformly entertained stronger, kinder, more 
respectful feelings—suffer me to say that that gen- 
tleman’s doctrine that we are to wait is to mea 
new doctrine, which would throw our weight into 
the scale of confusion, of civil war, and very prob- 
ably of despotic government; whereas, if we act 
promptly, if we act unanimously, or nearly so, if 
we act with the dignity, if we act with the decorum 
that becomes this great occasion, the consequence 
must be, without any other interference than the 
mere expression of the good will of the American 
people and the Congress of the United States, and 
now (with the communication of the President, of 
all the branches of this Government) that every- 
where, not merely in France, but in Italy, England, 
Germany, everywhere, the consequence must be 
the peaceable establishment of something at least 
approximating to the public institutions of this 
country. 

He should not (he remarked) express any opin- 
ion as to what these resolutions ought to be; but 
the withholding them any longer than was neces- 
sary to couch in proper phrase the judgment of 
this country, was to promote war and discord—to 
encourage the return of despotism in its worst and 
most dangerous form. He had nothing further 
to say, than that he trusted that this matter would 
be done, when it was done, with the dignity that 
belonged to this House and the other House of 
Congress—with the decorum that belonged to the 
country. He trusted that these resolutions would 
be referred to a select committee, and promptly 
reported and acted on. 

Mr. HASKELL remarked, that it was known 
to the House, that, during the last week, he had 
given formal notice that upon this day it was his 
intention to introduce resolutions here expressive 
of the feelings of the country and of this Congress 
in reference to the recent political or revolutionary 
movement in France. He had desired to imbody 
in the form of a resolution such a temperate, but 
at the same time distinct, expression of sentiment, 
as he thought would fully accord with the feeling 
that now animated the bosom of the people of this 
country, and which would be cheering and grati- 
And, for the pur- 
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| throughout the world, and especially with the patriotic 
| ple of France, to whom are hereby tendered the sy mpath 


he could not get it done at the Clerk’s t, 
| resolutions he had intended to offer to th; 


April 3, 


pose of commencing a few remarks, he Would rea, 

._~ 4 
to the House—which he had the right to do 
40, lor 
ible—t) ‘ 
8 body: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatines oft 

United Stutes of “America in Congress assembied, Thatin th 
recent political revolution in France, resulting in the .... 
cessful overthrow of a monarchy, and the adoption ofa y 1 
ordered Provisional Government, preparatory to the » 
lishment of permanent free institutions, the 
cause to rejoice with the friends of republic 
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and congratulations of the people and government of thy 


| United States, 


Resolved, That the toleration and forbearance, the gener 


| Osity and magnanimity, the desire to maintain order ang », 


| prevent excesses, which characterized the citizens of p 
| on the three memorable days of the revolution, (th, 4 


| quested to cause a copy of the foregoing resolutions to 
| transmitted to the American minister resident at Paris, wir) 





| political movement in France. 


| the House. 
| it was already here, when, without hesitation— 


23d, and 24th of February last,) afford a well-grounded jy, 
that the work which they have so auspiciously begun wy) 


| be happily consummated, to the honor and welfare of 4) 


French nation, in the permanent establishment of a fre 


| republican government, inbodying the great Principles of 
| constitutional and regulated liberty. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 


' 


instructions to present them to the Provisional Governmey: 


| of France. 


These resolutions he had endeavored to draw 


| up so as studiously to avoid any commitment of 
| the United States or of this Congress to any of 


the excesses which yet might flow out of this grea 
He was satisfied 
they would meet with the general approbation of 
He thought the time had come, tha: 


promptly, as became them—they should make 
some manifestation of the feeling of this Congress 
in reference to the great political movement in 
France. In the hour of our distress, when we 
were endeavoring to throw off of our shoulders the 
burden of tyranny and oppression, France did not 
stand coldly by, and fold her arms, and look on 
to see what would be the result, but she flew to 
our aid in the midst of the glorious struggle, and 
the life-blood of Frenchmen was poured out in be- 
half of American independence. He saw much in 
the movement of France to enlist our sympathies 
and call for our congratulations at this moment. 


| This movement in France assimilated itself to no 


other which had hitherto marked the history of 
that nation; it was characterized by none of those 
wild excesses, by none of that fearful violence and 
bloodshed which had been exhibited on previous 
occasions. It had been a regular, peaceful, and, 
as near as could be, a bloodless revolution. The 
blood of French citizens had flowed in the streets 
of Paris, but it was the blood of the people who 
were endeavoring to establish for themselves true, 
constitutional, well-regulated republican govern- 
ment, and not of the rulers they were endeavoring 
to reject. Inthe conduct of Lamartine, of Arago, 
of the great leading spirits of this movement, we 
saw nothing but what afforded high proof of 
patriotism and of honest desire to exert their in- 
fluence for the best ends. The French people did 
not themselves at first perceive the extent of the 
great movement. Their first efforts were to do 
away with their odious ministers, not to over- 
turn the entire Government and establish a repub- 
lic; but the spirit of the people was up; it could 
not be suppressed; and what was intended only 
as a sential revolution had ripened almost into 
the full fruition of constitutional liberty. We had 
seen the leaders, the great political movers ol 
this revolution, standing in the face of the people 
of France, quelling a mob, putting down their 
movements, endeavoring to prevent bloodshed, 
and bring them to accomplish their purposes peace- 
ably, constitutionally. In this we had reason to 
rejoice, and in the conduct of the great and patri- 
otic men who had led this movement we saw much 
to sympathize with: 

He was sorry that it had been thought proper 
by any gentleman, especially by any gentleman on 
this side of the House, to introduce an amendment 
calculated to defeat the very object which they had 
in view in proposing to express the sympathies 0! 
Congress and of the American people in all sec- 
tions of the Union with France. What did the 
people of the South care whether France abolished 
slavery in her colonies or not? As a southern 
man, he stood ready to rejoice with France in the 
establishment of freedom, and of regular, well- 


| constituted literty. She might abolish slavery! 


It was a matter with which we 


she saw proper. 
oe But the introduction of the 


had nothing to do. 
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_mendment Was calculated to awaken unpleasant 
feelings in the breasts of southern men, and to 
- oe them to vote against a measure, if the amend- 
wont Were incorporated, which they would other- 
we most cordially support. The people of the 
ee did not complain if the balance of the 
world saw fit to abolish slavery within their own 
isdictions. As asoutaern man, asa slaveholder, 
je could stand by and cheerfully see Kentucky 
“bolish slavery within her limits. hat the South 
i Jained of, was not that other people were en- 
eee to ameliorate their condition, to abolish 
cjavery if they saw fit, but of the unnecessary in- 
terference of other people with them. Had they 
ever reproached Massachusetts, or New Jersey, or | 
any of the other free States, because they in their 
yisdom had seen fit to abolish slavery within their 
own bounds? No; the South had nothing to say 
« the balance of the world; none of the States of 
the South had anything to do with any of their | 
ister States in reference to this question, any more 
than their sister States had to do with their inter- 
nal affairs. : j : y 

He was getting sick and tired of this continual 
thrusting in the subject of slavery into this Cham- 
ber upon every occasion, whether it was properly 
and fairly to be brought before the House or not; 
and he believed, before God, that if there were any 
nen here who were doing more than others to stop 
the progress of freedom, to injure this Govern- 
ment itself, which was its germ and bud, already 
in lower, whose fragrance was diffused around the 
earth, and was stimulating the nations to exert 
themselves to enjoy its sweets, and to establish | 
among themselves the principles of liberty—if there || 
wereany men who were inflicting a stab upon those 
principles, and hindering their advance, it was 
these men who were continually introducing this | 
subject of slavery—a subject calculated to produce 
disunion in this Hall, and among the different sec- 
tions of the country, and put out this light of free- 
dum towards which with hope were turned the | 
eyes of the downtrodden world. Is your love for | 
the slaves of the South (asked Mr. H.) such, that 
for the purpose of advancing their interests, as you | 
imagine, you are willing to do that which in all 
probability would dissolve those bonds which bind | 
this people together? The introduction of this | 
amendment (he said) could have no practical pur- 
pose; its effect could only be pernicious. 

He desired to see this House come to this ques- 
tion with dignity. He desired to see them united 
in hearty cordial congratulations with France in 
the great political movement in which she was now | 
progressing. If we looked all over the world we 
had cause for congratulation upon the advancement 
of the principles of human liberty. It had been 
well remarked by the gentleman from Alabama 
(Mr. Hizuiarp] that the days of kingcraft had | 
gone. The divine right of kings was no longer | 
acknowledged. The kingdoms of Europe—not 
only of France, but of Prussia, Germany, and the 
minor kingdoms almost without an exception, 
were upheaving beneath the throb of liberty which 
Was animating the bosoms of their people. It was 
from this country that they had caught the flame. 
Itwas by looking at us and seeing us advancing in 
greatness and harmony, developing our resources, 
weumulating wealth, and enjoying all the benign 
éllects of civil and religious hiberty—it was this 
view of our condition which animated and inspired 
tie nations of the world. He should always, 
therefore, witness with extreme regret, when our 
iission was so elevated, so lofty, gentlemen dis- 
lwrbing our harmony and impairing the influence || 
of our example by the introduction of propositions 
totally foreign to the subjects under consideration, 
and calculated, instead of making us an example 
'o the world, to render us a distracted, divided, | 
unhappy people. ' 
_ Under other circumstances he would have pre- | 
‘erred that this subject should not be reterred at 
iu; as it now stood, and, if it remained before the 
louse, as he could perceive that continual amend- 
‘nents would be offered, the object of which would 
¢ to defeat the resolutions, he should favor the 
motion to refer. 

_ Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL said he should exceed- | 
ingly regret that any action should be taken on the 
part of this House, in regard to the very important 
“rcumstances which were now under considera- || 
‘ion, without an additional element to those con- || 
‘ained in any one of the propositions hitherto | 
presented by any of his friends. The suggestions |! 
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| in the resolutions offered by the gentleman from | 
, . . ° 

Tennessee came nearer to the object he had in | 

view than those in any others he had heard read | 


to-day. But he thought there were elements in 
the late movement in France which transcended 


either the suggestions that had been made in the | 
resolutions first offered or in the resolutions sug- 
gested as an anticipated amendment on the part of | 


the gentleman from ‘Tennessee. 


On the part of the populace of France there had | 


been indicated already, in the course of the proceed- || 
ings of that great revolution, a respect for religion | 


that consecrated the transactions of the 22d and 23d 


of February ; and he rejoiced at the proof and prom- | 
ise to the world that the reign of terror would never | 


again succeed, in France, the reign of liberty. 


It will become us, at some proper opportunity— | 


it might now, for what we know—to offer our con- | 


gratulations to all the world that have partaken of 


the spirit of liberty which animates our institutions, | 


and that has preserved us a united and happy peo- | 


ple. But he trusted that the time would never come | 


when morality, and religion, and picty should be 
forgotten among a people where order and law were 


_ the special objects of the consideration of the Gov- 


ernment. 
There was another subject that he thought ought 


to be introduced into the considerations of this | 
House before any action on its part went out to | 


the country and the world. Those men who had 
led in the present French revolution—some of them 
knew, all of them had read in history, that there 


| was a tendency during the events of more than half 


a century ago to bloodshed and cruelty so dire that 
humanity blushed at the prospect as it now blushed 


| at the retrospect. One of the numerous acts put 


forth by the Provisional Government, with a view 
to guard against that precise result, was for a sea- 
son, and perhaps forever, the abolition of capital 
punishment. The reign of terror has ceased—is 
at an end—and the reign of the guillotine is fone 
forever. 

He had not expected, until within the last ten 
minutes, to say anything on this important sub- 
ject. He regretted that the suggestion had not been 
made, either in resolution or in debate, by some 
other member who had taken a special part in these 
proceedings; but he could not reconcile it to his judg- 
ment to sit by while action was about to be taken, 
without intimating this suggestion, which was im- 
portant in any movement which the House might 
see fit to adopt. 

Mr. CUMMINS aaid it was not his purpose to 
enter at length into a debate upon France, her his- 
tory, her present condition, or her prospects. But 
inasmuch as his friend from Alabama [Mr. Hut- 
LARD] and his friend from Tennessee [Mr. Has- 
KELL] seemed to have misapprehended the spirit 


and perhaps the language of the resolutions he had | 
had the honor to offer, he deemed it nothing more | 
than right, in self-justification, to say a few words 


on this subject. 

Those gentlemen seemed to apprehend and to 
intimate—not by expression direct, but rather by 
inuendo—that there was something in those reso- 
lutions that breathed a spirit of propagandism, or, 
if you please, the spirit of revolution. He begged 
leave to say to those gentlemen and to all others, 
that he had drawn up the resolutions, as he con- 
ceived, with care to meet the separate and distinct 
propositions which had a bearing on the political 
condition of France and the general principles of 
self-government in republican forms of govern- 
ment. To vindicate himself against the imputa- 
tion, either direct or collateral, of having introduced 
into this Hall anything inflammatory, jacobinical, 
ndist, he would proceed to read the res- 
olutions in their order; and if any gentleman saw 
fit to take exception to them, or to what he should 
say upon them, he desired to have him rise and 


express it. 
fie read the first of his resolutions. } 

here was nothing more than the averment (he 
said) of an abstract proposition; and he asked gen- 
tlemen, was there anything in it to which any gen- 
tleman could take exception, either in language or 
sentiment? If there was, he desired to hear it. 
Were they not the principles of self-government, 
emanating, like the rays of the sun, from the cen- 
tre, and spreading themselves over the length and 
breadth of this land, and not confining themselves 
to this happy country, but crossing the confines of 
tyranny, entering within the borders where crowns 
rule and where soldiers control the mind of the peo- 
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ple, where political and religious liberty are not 
tolerated, and where the press is muzzled? It be- 
came the people of the United States to rejoice that 
the principles of self-government had been dissem- 
inated and favorably received. Did gentlemen take 
exceptions to this or not? 

{tie then read the second resolution. ] 

He had an object (he said) in drawing this res- 
olution, and his purpose was, that when this nation, 
through its Representatives in this Hall and the 
other Hall of Congress, should send to France the 
glad tidings of our sympathies with them; when 
we should promulgate them to the world, whether 
bond or free, whether ruled by crowns or oflicers 


| of their own choice, he wished to proclaim to them— 


accompanying our sympathies, accompanying our 
approbation of all laudable, all rational efforts to 
free mankind from the shackles of tyranny—the 
high principle which we hold sacred and right, that 


_ the legitimate source of all political power is the 


will of the people only, the object of its exercise 
their good. It would be recollected by gentlemen 


| that the principle was announced by the Premier 


of the late Government, (Guizot,) when speaking 


| of the French constitution, not one year since, that 


| the King was the source of all political power, and 
, that whatever power was not granted by the King 


| heads of the world. 


to his ee was reserved to the King. ‘This 
was the doctrine of monarchs, of the crowned 
ry 

To show that we held doc- 
trines diametrically opposite, he had framed this 


| resolution, 











Did the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Has- 
KELL] and the gentleman from Alabama { Mr. Hi- 
LIARD] take exception to the language? Were they 
unwilling to say that the only legitimate source of 
political power is the will of the people, and the 
only rightfal end of its exercise their good? That 
resolution was framed on the principle which in- 
volved a radical difference between a republic and 
amonarchy. Here we maintain that the people 


/are the source of all power, and that whatever 


power was not delegated by the Constitution, was 
reserved to the people. Butin France, the Premicr 
declared that all power was inherent in the King, 
and that all powers not conferred by the King were 
reserved by him. Now, he desired France and 
the world to know the fundamental principle which 
we maintained, and wherein we differed in that re- 
spect from the doctrine which had been cherished 
by the occupant of their throne and his ministers. 
So much for the second resolution. 

His third resolution set forth the sentiment that 


| we sincerely hoped the downtrodden might succeed 


in breaking down all forms of tyranny and op- 
pression, and in the establishment of free and na- 
tional governments, for the good of the governed, 
and not for the aggrandizement of those who gov- 
erned. And did gentlemen take exception to that? 
Was that incorrect?) Was not a government of 
laws good for the governed; of laws for the gen- 
eral good of all, and not for the aggrandizement of 
those who govern? He thought it was a self-evi- 
dent proposition. He did not mean to say that 
gentlemen of education might not have expressed 
themselves in better terms. He thought it possi- 
ble that gentlemen of high attainments, belles-letires 
scholars, might have made the language more pleas- 
ing; he sought only the use of such language as 
would clearly convey the sentiment which he de- 
sired to express courteously and respectfully. That 
was all he desired. 

And what were the terms of the next resolu- 
tion? That we tendered our warmest sympathies 
to the people of France and Italy in their present 
struggle for reform, and sincerely hoped they might 
succeed in establishing free and constitutional gov- 
ernment, emanating from and based upon the will 
of the governed, suited to their wants and condi- 
tion, and such as would secure to them liberty and 
safety. He did not desire to tender sympathy 
with France as she was in 92, nor if she was to 
be turned loose, like a wounded tiger, to destroy, 
and lacerate, and tear to pieces.. He expressed 
no sympathy with licentiousness anywhere. He 
had no approval for wanton destruction at any 
time. He desired that the good of the people 
should be secured and made safe. He simply 
expressed, in that resolution, the hope that France 
would succeed in the establishment of a free con- 
stitutional government as the result of her present 
struggle for reform; and he had a motive for using 
the terms “ constitutional government.”’ He used 
them with the sueceeding explanatory terms: 
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‘emanating from and based upon the will of the 
‘governed, suited to their wants and condition, 
‘and such as will secure to them liberty and 
‘ safety,’’ because he thought it was evident—the 
history of mankind had shown the correctness of 
his opinion, and he doubted not would continue 
to show its correctness—that a republican gov- 
ernment could not exist as a great central gov- 
ernment. The histories of France, and Rome, 
and Greece, gave their attestation to this truth. 
France could not maintain a great central repub- 
can government. France must divide her empire 
into States. She must establish local governments, 
where the rights of property and personal liberty 
should obtain security from local legislation. And 
when she had divided her empire, and in each 
division established a local government which 
should satisfy and depend on the will of the govern- 
ed, she must emulate us sull further. She must 
link those several divisions together by a national 
government, established on the same principle as 
our own. Enlightened as this Congress might be, 
vatriotic aw he doubted not it was, it could not sat- 
isfactorily legislate for twenty-eight or thirty States 
of this Union. ‘There were many interests which 
could not be legislated upon but by a local legis- 
lature. Congress could not wisely legislate for 
Maine and Louisiana, for Michigan and Virginia. 
The legislation for those States must be local and 
immediate, or it would not be efficient and such as 
would answer the purpose of their citizens. So, 
if france were made a great central republic, and 
if Paris were made the great heart of that mighty 
republic, when Paris should move, every limb and 
nerve would quiver in sympathy. ‘There would 
be danger in such agovernment. It would be im- 
racticable in its operation, Make such a repub- 
fie, and it would inevitably dissolve in a compara- 
tively short period of ume in confusion and blood. 
Hence he had introduced into his resolutions the 
qualifying terms which he had read, hoping that 
she would succeed in establishing free and consti- 
tutional governments, emanating from and based 
upon the will of the governed, suited to their wants 
and condition, and such as will secure to them lib- 
erty and safety. Did gentlemen take exceptions 
to that? If the gentlemen from Tennessee and 
Alabama objected to that, he desired that their ob- 
jections should be promulgated here, that it might 
be known what they were. But he believed they | 
could not object to a resolution which simply in- 
dicates that if France should establish a central 
republican government, she would establish a) 
government whose construction was incompati- | 
ble with permanency—a government which could | 
not exist; and if France tried it, we should see 
her fall. If, however, she should divide her em- 
pire into States of suitable size, and establish local 
constitutional legislatures in each, and then link | 
together these sovereignties into one great national 
government, France could and would, with proper 
moderation, succeed. France asked for no sym- 
pathy from this country. The sympathy they 
proposed to offer was a voluntary offering. [t was 
a free and spontaneous expression of the public 
sympathy pervading this Union. 
that the crowned heads of Europe were ever war- 
ring against the principle of republicanism. In 
Mexico they warred against it, by their intrigues, 
In the United States it was subjected to their sneers 
and mockeries. But when a prince was born, 
Europe celebrated the event with extravagant fes- 
tivities; and when a republic was born among the 
nations of the earth, should not republican America 
rejoice and be exceeding glad? Were our voices 
to be hushed into silence, were our lips to be 
sealed, were our hearts not to heave with joy, lest 
we should expose ourselves to some imaginary 
evil? No. Liberty had been secured for France. 
France has performed a miracle; she had accom- 
plished that which had never before been done by 
a nation of thirty-five millions of people; she had 
overthrown and cast from her the mosi crafty and 
subtle enemy of free government, though allied 
with four other crowned heads; and America had 
in this much cause to rejoice. The King of the 
French was not only in close alliance with the 
principal Courts of Europe, but he had family alli- 
ances with Brazil, and Spain, and Belgium, and 
other Courts, likewise. He was the proudest 
monarch of Europe; his was a Court the most 
splendid in the world; and he fondly hoped that 
his descendants might sit on that throne which he 
had so long occupied, and the power of which he 


They all knew 


had exerted to extort by taxation hundreds of mil- || man; nay, further, they embraced 


lions from his people, whose subjection he ima- 
gined he could secure by eannon planted freely 
around them. But where now was that throne? 
Swept away as a worthless bauble. And where 
was that haughty and powerful monarch? An exile 
in a foreign land, whose shores he sought, wearied 
and penniless, He supplicated the protection of 
England’s Queen, in the borrowed garb of a sail- 
or, and by the voluntary aid of poor fishermen. 
Surely, such a revolution as this, with so small a 
loss of life—so perfect a change, with so little to 
deplore in its accomplishment, should not pass by 
without eliciting our joyful approval. 

He must express the hope that France would 
study well the principles of the government she 
was about to establish, so that she would secure 
the good of the governed, and then that France 
would be let alone by other Governments. France, 
as lad been said by one of her statesmen and phi- 
losophers who assisted to control the elements of 
her revolution—F'rance, as was said by Lamartine, 
was no propagandist, desirous to disturb the other 
nations of Europe. All that France wanted was, 
to be let alone, and she would vindicate herself and 
secure her rights. 

But he must pass on to the next resolution, 
which tendered our sympathies and hopes of suc- 
cess to every people who are seeking the blessings 
of free and rational government. It expressed the 
opinion, that whatever of blood and treasure might 
be spent in the struggle of the oppressed against 
the oppressor was to be charged to the unjust resist- 
ance of the oppressor, who strove to hold and ex- 
ercise the rights of the people, usurped against 
their will, and exercised for the benefit of the few 
and the oppression of the many, and not to the peo- 
ple, who sought only to regain and exercise their 
natural rights in such manner as would best secure 
and promote their own happiness and safety. And 
was there a bosom in that House that would not 
heave responsively to such sentiments?) When he 
drew that’ resoluuon he had his mind’s eye ona 
particular Government. He was contemplating 
the colossal power of Austria, the enemy of free 
government, and ever ready to secure to royalty 
affluence and power, while its subjects pined in pov- 
erty and chains. Now, he denied that the God of 
Nature ever intended that monarchs should usurp 
the rights of men. God never designed that one 
man, by a mere ukase, should consign miserable 
men to Siberia, there to linger out a frozen exist- 
ence. Governments which sanctioned such tyran- 
nies, and usurped the rights of the people, were 
unjust governments. He acknowledged not ‘ the 
divine right of kings,” which was taught by the 
Governments of Europe; and he approved the doc- 
trine which they disapproved, that the people pos- 
sessed the capacity for self-government. Under 
the surveillance of the minister, the want of capa- 
city in the people and the divine right of kings was 
instilled into the minds of the Austrians, and her 
press inculcated the same doctrine. For forty 
years Prince Metternich, who knew no superior 
as a crafty statesman, had maintained these doc- 
trines; but even he, when he heard the rights of 
the people were secured in France, laid down his 
robes and skulked from the place which he had so 
long disgraced. 

In these resolutions he had expressed simple 
elementary trutiis, as well as fundamental princi- 
ples of government, for the security of true liberty ; 
and when they were read by intelligent minds, it 
would be seen that they were such as all the friends 
of liberty could approve. ‘They were simply this: 
we rejoice that the freedom of mankind and the 
principles of free government are progressing; and 
in the cases of France and Italy we express the 
hope that they may succeed in effecting their re- 
forms and in establishing free and consututional 
governments, which will secure to them liberty 
and safety. He would no longer trespass on the 
attention of the House. 

Mr. GIDDINGS desired to express his hearty 
concurrence in the resoluuons of his colleague, 
| Mr. Cummuns;] and he took this occasion to thank 
that gentleman for the feelings which prompted 
him to bring them forward at this seasonable pe- 
riod. He would be ignorant of the sensations of 
his own breast on the present occasion if he could 
indulge in any party feeling. It was an occasion 
that reached further than party, and took a strong- 
er hold of the feelings of mankind. ‘These reso- 


| lutions were as broad as the territory of civilized 
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rience he had had in this Hall had taue 


| would — this body. His collea 
| have his ai 


lutions through this body.” 


| truths would not be uttered by the men wh 
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: the whole ¢ 7 
ily of man. They looked to the raising up, a 


exalting of our race; to the enlightening o¢ 

ignorant, to the freeing of the bound, and to th 
eration of those who were in shackles; they ia. 
to the disarming of the tyrant and to the Heese s 
of the scourge from the overseer’s hands and he 
again expressed his thanks-to his colleague for 
troducing them. But he was prompted by aaa 
reason on the present occasion. The little expe. 


ht him 
; ti 
foresee the fate of his colleague’s resolutions. They 


aa gue would 
to carry them through, and the aid of 


many others on this floor; but nevertheless their 


| fate was sealed. He would say to the gentlemen 


who were ready to vote for these resolutions, You 
cannot get such a series of self-condemning reso- 
He cared not what 


party he addressed in this House; these burnins 
be] 


‘ 0 COn- 
trol this Government. It never would be, it never 


could be; and in making these remarks, he repeat. 
ed, he spoke not as a party man. He imputed 
nothing wrong to the opposite party. He rejoiced 
at the evidence of justice and propriety which 
prompted a member of the other side of the House 
to offer these resolutions. He rejoiced even more 
than if they had come from his own side. 

But he regretted somewhat that his colleague was 
nota little more explicit, and that he did not go as 
far as those who sat here in 1776, and gave expres- 


| Sion to the feelings of their breasts in the undying 


truths and burning words which they uttered. “He 
regretted that his colleague with them had not main- 
tained that man, whatever his complexion, or color, 


| or station, or degree might be, was born free and 


equal; though he did not expectto see his colleague 


| carry such burning truths through this House. We 





_ born free and equal. 


dared not repeat what our forefathers proclaimed to 
an admiring world. No, we dared not assert the 
rights of our race—we could not stand forth free from 
contaminating prejudices and say to the world that 
man, in all his varied station and complexion, is 
His colleague was somewhat 
cautious when speaking of this point. While he 


(Mr. G.) rejoiced as heartily as any man could re- 


Joice, that the chains of oppression by which the 
er yw of France were bound and held in bondage 

ad been broken—while he rejoiced as heartily as 
any man could rejoice that the crowned head of 
that nation had lost his power—he rejoiced more 
sincerely and deeply when he looked to the three 
hundred thousand slaves, bound down by chains 
that were festering and rusting into the flesh, and 
considered what their feelings must be when the 
news was carried to them that the hour of their 
freedom approached. Had he the eloquence ofa 
Patrick Henry and the inspiration of an ancient 
Roman, he could not give expression to the feelings 
of his heart when he read the decree of the Pro- 
visional Government of France that its colonial 
slavery was abolished. But he was humbled and 
mortified that his colleague dared not allude to those 
three hundred thousand men, and women, and 
children, who for ages had groaned and sighed 
and wept in slavery, but who now were soon to 
stand forth in all the dignity of mankind. Thy 
would remain no longer in the capacity of chattels, 
to be bought and sold, but they would be raised to 
the dignity of their nature, the dignity of man, and 
to the enjoyment of those rights from which they 
had been so long debarred. hen the glad tidings 
were conveyed to those husbands and wives and 
fathers and children, what must have been the 
emotions of their breasts? And should he hesitate 
to speak forth here in a Christian land and in 4 
Christian Congress, the outpourings of his heart 
and soul on such an occasion? 

Mr. HASKELL desired to say to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that if there were any slaves in the col- 
onies of France, he was ignorant of the spot where 
they were to be found. He was informed bya 
ae who was well versed in the history of the 

‘rench Government, and he believed that this de- 
cree of the Provisional Government was introduced 
by M. Arago, who was more of a philosopher than 
a statesman, and who was perhaps ignorant on the 
subject of colonial slavery. Ie there were any 
slaves in the French colonies, he would be glad if 
the gentleman from Ohio would tell him where. 

r. GIDDINGS. Go to any abolition society 
north of Mason and Dixon’s line, and they will 
tell you. From them the gentleman from Tennes- 
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